Duel The H 199. 


QUESTION 


Witchcraft 


DEBATED: 
Or adifcourlſe againſt their ; 


Opinion that affirm 
WITCHES. 
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Cic. Lib. 2. de EPA 


Nam wut vere miſs Nur , ſup erſtit1o nf 


per orbem oppreſſit omnium fere animos 


atq, hominum occupavit imbecillitatem, 


i 


For to ſpeak the truth, ſuperſtition having, | 
over-run the world, hath daſtarded ' 
almoſt every one's fpirit, taking its ad- | 
vantage trom the trailty of man. | 

| 
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London, Printed for Edward Millington at 
the) Pelſican in Duck-lane, 1669. 
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QUE STION 


Witchcraft 


DEBATED; | 
Or a diſcourſe againſt cheir 


Opinion that affirm 
wW ÞT CHES. 


> Gm——R 


Cic. | Lib. 2+ de Divinar. | 
Nam wut vere loqurmur , ſuperſtitio faſs| 


per orbem oppreſit omnium fere animos, | 
atq; bominum occupavit imbecillitatem, 


For to ſprak the truth, ſuperftition havin 
over-ran the world, hath Jaftarde? 
almoſt every one's ſpirit, taking its ad- 
vantage from the "Romy of may. 
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London, printed in the Yea 


| 


1669, | 
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PR'EF Fe CE 
79) He zealous affirm- 


>a, Fi 2 ers of Witch- 
F s craft, think itno 
— ſlander, to charge 
all- thoſe who deny i it with 
Atheiſm. As if forſooth 
the denyal of Spirits, and 
of God did necelſatily fol- 
low the denial of Witches : 


An errour ſo grols, thatit 
a doth 


, E "4 
'LS #% 
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Jo not deſerve a con- 
futation. This I am ſure 
of, that \thq afirmgy gf 
Witchcraft, may Eo Ju 
ly beaccounted #1 a 
then the deniers of it. A 
theiſts; ; In regard'their o- 
pinion, doth neceſlarily i in- 
ter plurality of Gods;;by 
attributing omniporent! et- 
teas to more :then.; one. 
And truely thoſe effeas. of 
Witchcraft are ſo ridicu- 
louſly abſurd, and ſome of 
them 1{o impoſ ble for all 
the Devils in Hell to cors- 
pals, 


T be Preface; 


pais;that tisapparent, they 
are partly founded in''mi- 
{rakeh inceypretarion ' 'of 
Scripture, /partly! i the 
knavith and | gainful 14ers 
poſtures of ſomeimen; -paft- 
am! the vin \ took 


hy 
credulity 5 and” frightfal 
fanties of otlibyilmeio! All 


which ib -hops:to:maRke up 
pear,-m: this) following”? Hf 
courſer Sorhac the Reader 
may plainly: perreive, | that 
althowgh I readily -gratit 
and 6; lickrren Spirits, 
ethere 1 is no ſuch need I 
ſhould 


The'Preface. 

ſhould grant their contracts 
with,  menr:: and ' women. 
For theſe: contra being 
not to be; knqwn,: but by 
their effeRs,; I ſeend reaſon 
to agk nowledge them;! un- 
lf any 086 will under- 
taketogivea.good account 
6h theirreffedts WW hich'as 
Yea L&enoope hath: done; | 
herher from Scripture;'nor 
Hiſtory, . nor:folid reafon: 
tor] do hot atall value Pla- 
tomck dreams, Fo mIRC des, 
and fabling whimfics. |. 


By 7.W. 


THE 


QUESTION 


Witchcraft 


Debated. 


CHAP.I. 
That th? Bible hath been falſſy 


tranſlated in thoſe places 


which ſpeak, of Wuchcratr. 


Hat abſolute and unlimited 
8 power, with which the 
| | Faſtern Nations were 8l- 
wayes governd; did re-, 


quire not only the force inf Arms, 
D but 


T he Queſtion of 


but the craft alſo and tricks of ſu- 
perſtition to uphold it : Nor in- 


deed were Atanding Armies of 


greater ufe. unto the Oriental Mo- 
parchs, for keeping of their people 
in awe, then Idols were and Prieſts, 
and the various impoſtures uſed by 
them.So various, that to enumerate 
every particular way of deluſion, 
inſiſted on by the Heathen Prieſts of 
old, isa very difficult task to per. 
form, Wherefore in regard it belongs 
unto my preſent purpoſe and de- 
fign, to- treat of them only (ſo far 
as they comprehend all that noti. 
on of a Witch, which may be found 
in Scripture 3 I ſhall in order there- 
unto, 'reduce them unto theſe four 
general Heads, of Juggling, Inchan- 
ting, Conjeturing, Divining. 
Tugglers were ſuch as performed 


ſtrayge things in the ſight of the 


common people, to their admirati - 

on and aſtoniſhment. This they did, 

either by Leger de waine, that is, 
bk {lighe 

Wi. 0.0 

3: . 
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Wo 7icheraft debated. 


Night of hand 5 or elſe by 1Magizk, 
. | -hart js, $kill in Natural Philoſophy ; 


or laſtly; by a Familiar, that is, a 


' confederated perſon privy to the 


plot, and afſhſtant to the perfor- 
mance. - /5Y | 

Inchanters wete ſuch as with 
charms or certain compoſures and: 


ſet forms of words, did pretend 


by verttts thereof, to bleſs and to 
curſe, to-do good andto do hurt, 


unto the: patties for whom thoſe 


charms were made: Now theſe 
two ſorts: of Impoſtours may not 
unaptly be called, the counterfeit 
Mirdcle-mongers of the: Heathens, 
as'the other two that follow may 
juſtly be called their falle Pro 
phets, | , 
ConjeFurers, in their gueſſing ar 
the event of future things, md& 
uſe of Rules, drawn from ther own 
or other mens obſervations , as 
bout the Stars, about-the' Fowls of 
the Air, about the catrails of 1a- 

B 2 crificed 


4 The Queſtion of 


crificed Beaſts, and abott many o- 
ther things needleſs here tobe rec- 
koned up. eo 
.- Diviners, whomlT herecal] ſo by 
.-way of eminence, and of diſtinction 
from ConjeFurers ( not 1gnorant 
''that Divining taken-1n a genera! 
ſenſe, doth comprehend - Conje&u- 
{ring allo; I ſay Diviners )pretendeci 
, to a ; higher and more infallible 
kind of Prophelie, receiving 'for 
{ooth their: Revelations from ſome 
D:vinity or other; Either from © 
God, or from a Demon, or fron; 
the Spirit of a man departed. | 
Thus did the Heathen Prieſts, 
with ſubtile and []y inventions,mag- | 
nifie the power of their [do] Gods, 
and ſeduce the fooliſh people to | 
Tdolatry. Wherefore thele impo- | 
ſtures were ſo hateful in the ſight | 
of God, that the 1ſraelites are of- 
ten iathe Aoſaical Law forewarned | 
from them as being thoſe very a- 
baminations, for which the Lord 


did 


rf 


, ; 
' | 

£ 
' 


Witchcraft debated, 


did caſt their enemies out of that 
Land which they were to inherit. 
But above all places, the eighteenth 
Chapter of Dexteronomy is molt re- 
markable, I mean the-ntnth, tenth, 

eleventh and twelfth verſes of that 
Chapter,which in our Engliſh Trat- 


{lation runs thus. 

When thou art come into the 14a 
which the Lord thy God giveth thee, 
thou ſhalt not learnto do after the. 
avominations of thoſe 'Natjons. 

There ſhall nat be found. among 
*you any one that maketh_ bis Son or 
his Danghter to paſs, through the 
fire, or that uſeth Divinations, or 
an Obſerver of times, or.an Anchant- 
er, or alWitch, 

Or a Charmer, or a Conſulter with 
familiar Spirits, or a Wizard, or. a 
Necromancer. | 

For all that do theſe thines are 
an abomination wnto the Lord 5 and 


becauſe of theſe abowingtione: the 
B 3 Lord 


. 4 
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T be Queſtion of 
Lord thy God ſhall drive them out 
from before thee. 
, Now this. place in Deateronomy, 1$ 
therefore highly to be conſidered 
as to my preſent purpoſe, in regard 
there 1s not a word in the Bible 
importing Witcbcraft, in any other 
ſenſe then the words of the tenth 
nd eleventh: verſes do. Where- 
fore if we conſider . things aright, 
Witchcraft is not.to kg Aa. in 


_ Scripture, this being the true tran- 


gation of thoſe two verſes. 

- Ler there not be found among you 
any one that maketh his Son or bis 
Davughter paſs through the fire, or 
#hat uſeth Divinations, or 4 Stats 
gaztr, or a Conjeturer, of a Mira- 
cle-monger, 

Or an Inchanter, or aſetker of an 
Oratle, or a Wizard, or a Necroman- 
cer. | 

Here ate to be feenthiee notor1- 
ous miftakes of our Englrh Tran 
Natours. Fhe firſt is their calling a 

C 07.” 
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ConjeFurer an Inchanter, which 
why they ſhould I cannot at all ima+ 
gine, there being not the leaſt hint 
of ſucha ſignification inthe Hebrew 
word ynzn Far better was it ren- 
dred in the old Tranſlation, a re- 
" garder of the flying of Fowl: , for 
that is truth, although it be not all 
thetruth + The flight of Fowls be- 
ing but one way of many, which 
C onjeFurers made uſe of, Where- 
as on the contrary to call a Cor- 
Jefturer an Inchanter, hath not the 
leaſt ſpark of truch in it : An 1a- 
chanter being the ſame with a 
Charmer, which follows in the next 
verſe, and is in the Hebrew m9n a 
word derived from an to ſpeak, 
pronounce or declare z and not from 
the ſame word, as it ſignifies to 
joyn to, or be in league with from 
whence ſome fondly imagine, that 
an Inchanter is one, who hath a 
league with the Devil. 


The ſecond - miſtake of our 
B4 Tran- 


s 


The Queſtion of 


TranſJatovirs is, their calling a 
eMiracle monoera Witch. The He: 
brew word is R£u29- which the Sep- 
tuagint rende rsvy the Greek word 
Ppuar&, menning an impoltour, not 
a poyioner:- Forit 1s Nd1ulous to 
think, that Pharaobs Magicians, 
Jezabel the Queen, and King Ma- 
n4/ſes, did exercite the Art of poy- 
ſoning. Thus 1a the eighteenth 
Chapter of "the Kevelations and 
the twenty third verſe ; The 
word gcpuaxue 1 neither taken for 
Witchcraft, 'mor poyſons, ' bur for 
1mpoſtures : Though our Tranſla- 
tours have rendred it Witch:raft. 
Now theſe Miracle-mongers,or Jug- 
gling workers of counterfeit mira- 
cles are therefore ſo feverely prob1- 
bited in that'Law of Moſes, becauſe 
theyacted ſtrange things 1n the fight 
of the people, to confirm them in 
falſe Religions. Hence it 1s, -that ih 
theold Teſtament, where mentiun 
is made of Idolatry, you ſhall fre- 

| quently 
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Witchcraft debated. 9g 
quently meet with Miracle- 119:2+ 
gers and Soothſuzers Coupied ro2c> 
ther.For the Preiſts of an [dul would 
commonly advance 1t5 reputatiui:, 
by counterteiting the pilts cf ir9- 
pheſying and working MAtiracles, 
pretendedly received from Tit 
God, to whoſe honour the 14ol 
was erected, Nor let any ove tliik, 
that for the performance ot thejy 
counterfeit- Miracles, they too 
11 need of the deviis aſtiftance, tor 
« What they. perturmed, either (Cx- 
ceeded nut the compals of humeue 
Art,although miraculous inthe eyes 
of the Vaulgar: Or-it'it did, then 
it was not really periormed, but a 
meer Jzggling impoſture.Such kind 
of Jugelers were thoſe, who ſtood 
betore Pharach in oppolition tv 
Moſes and Aaron. For wholoevir 
belerves that baraob's . Magicians 
could by the help of Devils turn ia 
an inſtant. a {tick 1oto a Serpent, he 
doth aſcribe unto the Devil an om- 

nipotcur 
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nipotent creating power, equal 
unto his who did but ſay, let ſuch 


"2 thing be,and it was ſo, St. Augu- 


ine I confeſs doth ſeem to endea- 
vour the evading of this vbjecti- 
on by laying down for a maxime, 
That in the Elements do ſecretly 
lye hid the ſeeds of all bodies, which 
when they meet with convenient 
opportunities, do put forth them- 
ſelves, and ariſe unto the juſt 
bounds and figures due unto their 
reſpective ſpecies. From hence he 
doth infer that the Devil in turn- 
ing the Magicians Rods into Ser- 
ents, did not create thoſe Serpents, 
Ce he produced them out of 
their ſeeds. But by St, Auguſtin's 
good leave, though I ſhould grant 
im that the ſeed of a Serpent is in 
a ſtick, yet I would never grant 
him, that the Magicians could fo 
ſuddenly bring forth this ſeed into 
act, for the produGtion of a Serpent. 
"Tis true,that men by their ef 
er- 


k 


Witchcraft debated. 
dering the ſeeds of Plants, may haſt- 
en the generation of ſuchPlants,and 
the ripening of their fruits, They 
may alſo by putting Eggs into Ca- 
eels dung procure the generation 
of Chickens. Wherefore 'tis pro- 
bibie that Devils being more $kil. 
fulthen men, may ſtrangely pro 
mote the generation of ſeveral 
creatures. beyond any humane 
Art. But yet neither men nor De- 
vils, in regard they ad theſe things 
by the application of Matter to 
Matter, can produce any creature 
out of its ſeed, without a confide- 


xable ſpace of time. No, they muſt 


attend the Laws of Matter, and 
wait upon Dame Natures leifurez 
there being many ſucceſſive altera= 
tions required in ſeed, before it can 
come to be theEwbryo of acreature, 
and. many alſo muſt afterwards fol- 
low, before that Embryo can arrive 
to aperfect ſhape. Now many 
perceiving how . aifficult it is to af. 

firm, 


It 
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firm; that the 472giciars ltatts were 
turned "into Serpentsz they affirm 
that it -was not really done, but 
ſeemingly ſo, by a deluding Jug- 
gling -trick of the Devil, who might 
conveigh the ſ[tsfts away, and flip 
Serpents in their place, To all ſuch 
as theſe I anſwetf;, thar if rhey onee 
recede: from the letter of the Texr, 
and fay, it ' was a Juggle of the 
Devil, | may as well ſay, it was a 
Juggle mecrly of 'the Magicians 
thethſelves, who ' did -it' by 
their fly and ſecret'tricks, as the 
Hebrew word D2wW92 ſipnities, 
whichiour Tranflitours have 'ren- 
dered, by their Inchantwents, Nor 
let any one wonder that the Scrip- 
ture ſhould ſay, the Mrgiciuns 
ſtaffs were turned into- Serpents, 
in regard-the Scripture ſpeaks only 
according to the deceived apprex 
henſfion of the ſtanders by. Juſt 15% 
in the'caſe of Same! railed by the 


Witch of Endor, it ſpzaks according 
| to 


— 
— 
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to the deceived apprehenſions ofSawul 
and his followers : For neither that 
woman, nor all the Devils in Hell 
could raiſe Sammel, who had been 
dead and buried almoſt two years. 
As for thuſe who fancy that God 
did then raiſe Samn-l ; "tis a: very 
likely thing indeed, that G<d ſhould 
refuſe 'to anſwer Saul, whenche 
conſulted him in wayes appointed 
by bimſelf, and yet ſhould- anſwer 
him when he conſulted in /a;for- 
' bidden way. Belfjdes,if:Sanmel +had 
been raiſed by God, no 'doubt he 
would neyer - have ſaid unto; Sev, 
Why baft thou di{quieted me? for 
it would have 'been' no.. diſquiet 
nor. treuble unto him, to: come 
upon: Gads errand, Some "there 
are who: will neecs.have it: toi be 
the Devil in the likene(s of Samwel, 
%ecauſe Sanls death was foretold. 


ture, 
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ture, knowing that Sau! was going 
to fight :, But as for the certainty 
of his death, it could not have been 
foretold by the Devil himſelf. 

The third errour of our Tran- 
flatonrs 'is, their miſtaking a con- 
_ ſalter with Oracles or falſe Pro- 
phets, fora conſulter w ith familiar 
ſpiritss The Hebrew words are 
Ro 28 which word 0b ſignifies 
in Scripture, ſometimes the gift of 
Oracling, and ſometimes the perſon 
that hath ſuch a gift. It ſignihes al- 
ſoa bottle, or. hollow veſlel, and 
from this ſignification,l ſuppoſe the 
othercame. For it is certain that 
Oraclers, when they pronounced 
their Orac/es, did uſe to counters 
feit ſtrange kind of voices, that they 
might ſcem not to be hamane. To 
this purpoſe 'tis not unlikely, that 
they made uſe of a bottle, or 
trunk, or ſome other hollow veſlel, 
which they ſpake through, where- 
by their voices muſt needs be very 
much 
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much altered , eſpecially if they 
were in a Cave or room under 
ground, when they made anſwer 
to enquiries. Theſe kind of cheat- 
ing tricks are plainly alluded unto 
by the Prophet 1/aiab in theſe 
words; eAnd thy voice ſhall be as 
of an Oracler out of the earth, and | 
thy ſpeech ſhall peep ont of the duſt. 
Here I ſuppoſe, the Prophet chiefly 
alludes unto the Necromantick Ora- | 
cler, or one that pretended to con. 
ſult with the dead : Who him- 
ſelf or his confederate.,did therefore 
counterfeit a voice like the phep- 
ing of a Chicken, that it mighe 
the more plauſibly ſeem to be the 
ſmall voice of a poor departed 
Ghoſt. This will appear more 
plainly,it weconſider the nineteenth 
verſe of the eight Chaprer of 7/azab, 
according to the Tranſlation of Fw- 
wie and Tremelizs, our own being 
hardly ſenſe : The words are theſe, 
For when they ſay wnto yon, ack conn- 


16 ,. The Queſtion of 
[cl of Oraclers and Sooth{ayers, who 
peep and mutter; (bould not a peo- 
ple ath counſel of their God ? Should 
they ash, cennſel of the Head for the 
[ijving 2? Now as the Oraclers, when 
they pretenced to receive anſwers 
from the dead, would piep like 


Chickens; So when they delivered 


the mind of a God, ora Dxzmon, 
they ccunterfeited other-guiſe 
tones. In which wav of counter- 
feiting, ſome were ſuch excellent 
Artiſts that they ſtood in need of no 
inſtrument to heip them; in re- 
gf they covid ſpeak with their 
mouths ſhut, and their voice would 
ſeem to come out of their belljes.as 
if they had been really poſleſt with 
a talking devil:hence they were cal- 
led Fngaſtrimuthians by the Greeks, 
28 Iſo they were called Exrycleary, 
from - one Emrycles a famous Im- 
poſtour of this kind, And as Ply. 
ztarch teſtifies, theſe Engaſtrimnthi- 
ans or Exrycleans, were anciently 


called 
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called Pythons: Now Thaw and Irivg 
IiwS& in Greek doth exactly render 
the Hebrew 0b. Thus if we take 06 
for an Oracler, and the Spirit of 
Oracling, we may very commodi- 
ouſly with Tunius and Tremelins 
tranſlate that paſſage in the Chro- 
ricles, concerning Manaſſes , where 
it is ſaid of him, ny IS he made 
or ſetup an Oracle, thatis, he or- 
dained or appointed Oraclers, For 
the word graſhah Hignifies to make 
or finiſh, Wherefore becauſe it 
would be ridiculous to ſay, that 
Manaſſes made familiar Spirits, 
Our Tranſlatours have altered the 
true (ignification of graſhah, and 
tranſ}ite it, though erroneouſly, as 
if ir ignifted to deal with, affirming 
that Munaſſes dealt with familiar 
Spirits, But whoſoever ſeriouſly 
views and conlidcrs that place, he 
{h»!l find it a meer deſcription of I- 
dolatry,. where there tis mention 
of high places and groves, and of 

C Altars, 
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Altars dedicated not only to Baal, 
but unto the whole hoſt of Heaven, 
as alſo of the ſetting up a carved [- 
dol in the very houſe of God. 
Wherefore it was ſuitable to men- 
tion alſo that crew of men who were 
ſet apart by Manaſſes, to officiate in 
this Idolatrous worſhip;Such as were 
various ſorts of Oraclers, and Mira- 
cle Mongers.But how Witches ſhould 
come 1n here I cannot tell, no nor 
how Devils neither, unleſs you be- 
leive that Devils made anſwer at 
the Heathen Oracles. Which if you 
do, for my part I mult crave leave 
to diſſent, judging them to be no- 
thing but the impoſtures of men. 
And as Demoſthenes did wiſely ob- 
ſerve 1n his dayes, that the Delphiar 
Oracle did emzni?s,yfo Tam confident 
if Hiſtory be true, that the Hammo- 
near 1d 'anZtaripiter, and that allthe 
reſt of the cheating pack did one 
way or Other *Arqunites, 

CHAP. 
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CHAP.1I. 


That the Opznion of Witches 
hath had its foundation in 
Heathen Fables. 


TR [ have made it appear, how 
falſe Prophets and workers of 
counterfeit-Miracles, have been mi. 
{taken by our Tranſlacours of the Bi. 
ble for Witches and dealers with fa- 
miliar SpiritszA miſtake ſo groſs, that 
it obſcures many things tn the Law 
of Moſes, as alſo inthe Prophets, 
Where there are (everal places di- 
re(tly intended againſt the Heatt er 
religion, eſpecially that of the E- 
eg yptians. Now ſuch was the vain 
credulity of men, that they did not 
only beleive theſe things were 1eal 


which the Prieſts did counterfeir, 


bur they allo aſcribed unto pri- 
C 2 yate 
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rivate perſons a powerequal unto 
that of the Prieſts, or rather be- 
yond it. For not only men, but wo- 
men alſo, eſpecially old women 
have been -fawous for Propheſying 
of things. to c-me, whence they 
were called Sage. as alſo for won- 
derful and miraculous. exploits, 
vw hence they were c2!'ed Lamie or 
Venefice. They were called Lamie 
chiefly from their exploits upan 
little Children. For it ſeems, accor- 
ding to the fable, there was one 
Lamia a beautiful woman in Lybia, 
whom Jupiter tellin love with but 
jealous Juno took her children 


_ whichſhe had by Jupiter and kil- 


led them, Wherefore ſhe out of 
meer fpite being greived at the 
killing of her own children, did uſe 
to kill the children of other women. 
They were called Yereſice, becauſe 
they were wont to make uſe of 
herbs, which they ſnppoſed had 
trange kind of vertues inthem; for 

| with 
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with herbs or Charms they alwayes 


ated. 
( bis, 


Num te carminibus, num te pallentibas ber- 
Devovit tacito tempore noftis anus ? 


Strange itis to conſider, how far the 
folly of men hath proceeded in their 
beleif concerning the actions both 
of male and female Witches : As if 
forſooth they could transform men 
and women into beaſts, as if they 
could deſtroy the fruits of the earth, 
and the fruit of the womb, at their 
pleaſure, asif they.could raiſe winds 
and tempeſts, or allay them, enable 
or diſenable in matters vener1al, Ina 
word, as if they could enſlave nature 
her ſelf, and make the univerſe obey 
their commands. Examples of this 
prodigious power, are ſcattered up 
and down the Roman Poets, I ſhall 
quote . ſume few of them out of 
Virgil, Horace, Ovid, Tibullus, Pro- 
pertias, Lucan. 
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Virg. Eclo. Has berbas, atq;hec ponto mihi leqa venena, 
8. Ipſe dedit Meris, naſcuntur plurima ponto, 

His ego ſepe lupum fieri, & ſe condere ſylvis 
Merim, ſepe animas im excire ſepulchris, 
Atg, ſatas aliq vili traducere meſſes. 


| \ (berbis 
Virg-lib.6 © 105 hominum ex facie, Dea ſeva potentibus 
Rneid. Jpauerat Circe, in vultus ac terga ferarum. 


. 
| ( agnos, 

Neſcio quis texeros oculus mihi faſcinat 

Horat. ode Dre movere cereas imagines, 

ult. Ut ipſe noſti curioſus, & polo 
Deripere Iunam vocibus poſſum meis, 
Poſſum crematos excitare mortuos, 
Deſideriq, temperare poculum, 


Oy:dEpiſt- 11s relufanten cntrſu deducere lIunam 
Hypſip- Nititur, & tenebris abdereſolis equos. 
Ilia re'renat aquas, obliquaq; falmina ſiſtit, 
Il: loco Sylvas wivaqyſaxa movet : | 
Per tumulos errat, ſparſis diſtinfa capullis, | 
Certaq; de tepidy colligit ofſa rogis. 
Devovet abſentes, ſimulachr2q; cerea figit, | 
Et miſerum tenues in jecur urget acus, 


Cone 
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— Concuſſaqz ſiſto, Ovid lib.7 
Stantia concutio cantu freta, nubila pello, Metamor, 
Nubilaq; induco, ventos abigog; vocogz 


Nam mea Theſſalico languent devota veneno Ovid 3 
Corpora num miſero carmex & herba yocent, AmorEleg 
$S agave punicea defixit nomina cera 6, 
Et medium tenues in jecur urget acus 
Carmine leſaceres ſterilemvaneſcit inherbam 
Deficiunt leſi Carmine foutis aque 3 
Tlicibus glandes cantatag, vitibus wva , 
Decidit & aulle poma movente fluunt 
(artes, 
DBuid vetat & nervas magicas torpere per 
Forſfiten impatiens fit latus inde meum. 


Cum libet hec triſti depellit nubila cela, Tibyl, lib, 
Cum libet eſtivo provocat orbe nives, 1, Eleg, 2. 


Cameres, | | 
uid credam ? Hec exdem noſtros ſe dixit wag I 
Cantibus aut herbis ſolvere poſſe meos. cg. 8. 


(gue 
Invidie fuimus ? num nos Dew obruit ? an Propert, 


Leffa Prometheis dividit herl a jugis ? = i.Eleg. 


C 4 CeTrwer? 
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Lucan lib. Ceſſavere vices rerum, dilataq; longa, 


Go 


Heſit notie dies, legi non paruit Ather ; '. 
Torpuit & preceps audito carmine mundus.. 
Axibus & rapidis impulſos Jupiter urgens 

Miratur non ire polos, Twunc omnia complent 


 Imbribus,e> calido producunt mobila Ph#bo 
' Et tonat ignaro Calum ove. | 


Theſe, and many more inſtances 
of the like kind might beproduced 
out of the Heathen Poets, ſufficient 
to teſtifie the folly of the vulgar 
Heat hens, in their belief concerning 
the Power of witches. As for the 
Opinions concerning 1:cx#bi and Suc- 
cubi Devils, I ſuppole it had its riſe 
fromthe Fable ofthe Ancient Heroes, 
who ( as Socrates 1n Plato's Cratylus 
doth affirm) were begotten from the, 
Conjunction of Deities with Hu-- 
mane Creatures; which kind of Con- 
junction, wholoever believes, his 
Opiaion is baſe and- fottiſh, and fit: 
only to be icloak for the Adulteries . 
of the Heathen Pricits, who often 
01d lye with other mens Wives, pre- 

tending 
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tending that the Gods had vouch. 
{atedthemtheHonour of their Com- 
pany. Very remarkable to this pur- 
poſe, is the ſtory of Tyranns a Prieft 
of Saturn, who under this pretence 
made uſe of many a mans Wife, till 
at laſt, one more wile then the reſt 
diſcovered the cheat. In like:man- 
ner Munduas a Gentleman of Rome) 
by the help of the Prieſts belonging 
to the:Temple of 1fis, enjoy'd- his 
pleaſure on Panlina a Roman Lady, 
who miftook him for the God Amu- 
Nevertheleſs, let no one think, 
that the ingenious Poets did them- 
elves, or any other of the wiſer fort 
f Aeathens,believe ſuch ridiculgus 
ind abſurd fopperies 3 for on the 
:ontrary, When.they ſpeak their own 
ninds, and not according to the Fa- 
>le, or Vulgar opinion, they laugh 
-heſe abſurdities to ſcorn: T hus Pro- 
'ertins derides them. 
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propert. At vos dedute quibus eſt fallacia lune, 
lib. x.Eleg, Et labor in magic ſacra piare foci 
En agedum domine mentem convertite noſtr e 
Et facite illa meo palleat ore mags : 


Tunc ego crediderim vobis, & ſydera & am- 
Poſſe Cy;4miz ducere car minibus. (nes 


Ovidalſo is of the ſame mind, and 
givesno credit to theſe Cheats. 


Ovid \ Net vos graminibus nec miſto credite ſucco, 
mediam Nec tentate nocensvirgs amantys eque ; 
facrei, MNec medie marſis finduntur cantibus angues, 
Nee redit in fontes unda ſupine ſuos 
Et quamvis aliquis Temeſea removerit era, 
Nuaquam Luna ſuis excutietnr equis. 


Ovid lib. F ailitur emonias fi quis decurrit ad artes , 
LO Datg quod a tenerz fronte revellit equi ; 
' Noa facient ut vivat amor Medeides herbe, 
Mix'ag, cum magicis merſa veneua ſons. 


zd te Phaſiace juverunt graminaterrs, 
Ovidlib.1, Cum cuperes patria Colchi manere domo? 
de Remec', Quid t1bt profuerint Circe Perſeides berbr, 
—_—_ Cum tivi Neritias abſtulit aura rates * 


Ergo 
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Ergo quiſquis opem noſtra tibi poſcis ab arte, Ibid. 
Deme veneficiis carminibuſgq; fidem, 


But Horace excellently, and like 
himſelf, layes it down as a mark or 
ſign of ones. proficiency in morpl 
Phyloſophy, it he had learnt to de-+ 
ſpiſe and laugh at theſe kind of Fa- 
bles, 


Somnta, terrores magicos,miracula, ſagas, Hor. Epiſt. 
Nofiurnos lemures,portentagz Theſſala rides? It. 


In like manner Sexeca reproving 
the credulous fimplicity of elder 
times, ſhews what Opinion he him- 

ſelf was of : His words are theſe, E# gen. lib.'4. 

apud nos inlege duodecim Tabularun Nat. Queſt 
Cavelnr, ne quis aliengs fruges excan- 
taſfut ; Rudis adhuc antiquitas crede- 
bat, & attrahi imbres cantibus & 
rejelli, quorum mhil poſſe fieri tam 
palam eſt, ut ejus rei cauſa nnius 
f hiloſophi Schola intranda ſit. ln a 
word, I might here inſtance in other 
of the Ancients, as in Hypocrates and 
Lucian 
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Lucian, the one deriding the other 


ſeriouſly diſputing againft Magick | 


cheats : But I ſhall conclude with 
the judgement of Nero the: Empe- 
rour, wha had wit enough, whohad 
Men, Books, Money, I had almoſt 


ſaid, the World at his command, ſo 


that he could want no helps for the 
promoting his delires. This Nero, 
ambitious of _ Chief in every 

eliring to Com- 
mand the Gods as well as men, did 


-in "order thereunto eagerly apply 


himſelf to' the ſtudy of Magick , 
which after his utmoſt endeavours, 


he forſooke and deſpiſed, finding it 


'to be vain,and to promiſe that which 


1*-cannot perform. 


CHAP. III, 
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CHAP. II1. 


That it hath been improved by the 
Papal Inquiſztours, ſeeking 


their own private gain,as alſo _ 


to eftabliſh the uſurped Domi- 


nion of their Founder. 


Ow one would think, that theſe 
kind of Heatheniſh Fables and 


; Follies, although they took root in 


the minds of the Chriſtian vulgar, 
ſhould never have been- aſſented 
unto by thoſe who account'them- 
ſelves Rabbies and Doctors of the 


. people; yet Ile aſſure ye, there 1s 


hardly any thing which I have quo- 
ted out of the Poets, that hath not 
been declared true, by the Inquiſ- 


.\ tion and by the Canon Law : As any 


one may ſee, who will take the pains 
| to 
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to conſult ſeveral Popiſh writings 3 
ſuch as the Bull of Pope Innocent 
the Eighth, difected to the Inquili- 
tors of 4lmaine,the Mallews Male fica- 
ram of Jacobus Sprengerys the For- 
mMicarium of Johannes Niderys,as allo 
Bartholomens Spinews de ſtrigibus , 
Paulus Grillandws de Sortilegits, and 
(to mention no more) Martin Delris 
the Jeſuit's Diſquiſitiones Magice , 
who hath written largely upon this 
ſubjed. 

Nor have they been content to aſ- 
ſert the Fables of the Heathens only 
without the addition of many more 
of their own 3 for they confidently 
aſſert, that Witches make a Contract 
with the Devil, wherein they re- 
nounce their Baptiſm, and the Chri- 
ſtian Faith ; as alſo they engage to 
ſlight and to deſpiſe the Virgin 
Mary, to trample upon the ſign of 
the Croſs, Images and Reliques of 
Saints, Holy water, Salt, Wax-Can- 
dles,& other thipgs Hallowed by the 

Churchz 


W. itchcraft debated. 


Church; to undervalue the ſ&en 
Sacraments, and particularly not to 
Adore the Conſecrated Hoſt. They 
alſoengage to be ready at all times 
to make their appearance at the ſo- 
lemnConventicles of Witches,where 
they dance and feaſt, and adore the 
Devil who is preſent amongſt them. 
Which mad kind of revelling, with- 
out doubt, as Cardan hath well ob- 
ſerved, is grounded upon the anci- 
ent Heathen 0rgza. To theſe Con- 
venticles, the Witches are ſaid to 
come from far diſtant Countries, be- 
ing carried through the Air, for 
which ſtrange paſſage, they prepare 
their bodies with I know not what 
kind of oyntment 3 but I ſuppoſe it 
1s made of the ſame ingredients, as 
that was, which turned L#c:ar into 
an Aſs. Nor muſt ye doubt the 
Truth of theſe things, which the 
Holy Inquiſition hath 1n ſeveral 
Countriesat ſeveral tryals ofwitches 
found to be true,as well from the te- 

ſtimony 


FA 


32 


The Queſtion of 


ſtimony of Witneſles, as alſo from 
the ſelf Contefſion of Delinqueats. 
But becaule the Inquiſitors of He- 
retical Pravity (for ſo they are (ty- 
led) have been pleaſed to vent theſe 
things into the world 3 It may not be 
amiſs, nor beſides our prefent pur- 
poſe, to enquire into the Inquiſttors 
themſelves. The firſt time that I can 
hear Newes of them in Hiſtory, is 1n 
days of Maximus,who contended the 
with Theodoſts for the Empire : 
Though I confeſs an Inquiſition was 
then "but intended, not brought 
to effect. This Maxima was the 
firſt who put Hereticks to death, 
namely Priſcilian and his Partners 3 
by the perſwafton of one 7thacing , 
and if it had not been for St. 12ar- 
tin, he would have lent Tribu es in- 
to Spain, with power to enquire or 
ſearch for Hereticks, and to take a- 
way their lives and poods, In pro- 
cels of time, Charlemain, who was 
Crowned Emperour in the Eight 
hundred 


7 
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hundredth'year after Chriſt, did by 
his Laws or 'Capitulars, declare the 
the Biſhop of Rowe tobe Head of the 
Church. Theſe Laws: were there- 
fore called Capitulars, becauſe they 
were little Heads or Chapters extra- 
Qed out of the Ancient Fathers 
and Councils : Nevertheleſs all thoſe 
Capitulars which concerned the Ko- 
man Supremacy, were extracted out 
of counterfeit Authors, that cheat 
being put upon him by the Biſhops 
of Mentz. Abour three hundred 
years afterwards, in the year One 
thouſand one hundred twenty two , 


' the: Emperour Herry the fitth, was 


forced to reſign his Power of Ele&= 
ing and Inveſting Biſhops with the 
Staff and Ring into the hands of the 
Church; of- which the Romar: Bi- 
ſhop, being the publickly ac- 
knowledged and declared Head,did 
by this means obtain a greater Em- 
pire and powet, then ever the Ro- 
man C#eſars had. This being pet- 
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ceived by the Germane Emperours, 
there was almoſt perpetual con- 
tention and war between them 
and the Biſhops of Rome : But eſpe- 
cially Frederick the ſecond , who 
flouriſht in the beginning of the thir- 
tcenth Century , ſpent moſt of his 
Reign,and his utmoſt Endeavours,to 
take down the Church from over- 
topping the Empire. Nevertheleſs it 
was 1n his Reign, that the Roman: 
Biſhops did notably provide, forthe 
ſecurity of their exorbitant power 3 
Then it was, that Frederick the Se- 
cond, when he was at Padua, made 
thoſe unhappy Laws, whereby He- 
reticks were liable tothe puniſhnent 
of death, of which Laws the Popes 
made very great advantage. Then 
it was that Grezory the ninth advan- 
ced the Authority of Canon or Pons 
tifical Laws, by compoling the De- 
cretals with the help of his Chap. 
lain Raymund. Laſtly, then it was, 
that the Orders of Dominican and 

Franciſcan 
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Franciſcan Fryers were founded, to- 


whom was committed the Inquiſiti- 
on after Hereticks. 

Now theſe Moxks at their firſt ſet- 
ting up for Inquiſitors , as Father 
Paul hath obſerved, in his Hiſtory of 
the Inquifition, had no Tribunal or 
Court of their own, but did onely 
preach, and ſtir up Princes and Peo- 
ple, engaging them into Crxſadoes 
againſt Hereticks, by ſewing a piece 
of red cloth in the form of the Croſs 
upon their Garments : But 1-n0- 
cent the fourth, who began his Pon- 
tificate about the latter end of Fre- 
derick the ſecond, obſerving the no- 
table zeal of theſe Fryars, thought 
good to ereCt a Tribunal for them, 
that ſo they themſelves might pros 
ceed tothe Tryal of Hereticks. To 
bring this about, he. had a fair op- 
portunity upon the death of Frede- 
rick, by reaſon of the vacancy that 
then happened in the Empire many 
yeats; For now having no Empe- 
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rour to controul him in 7taly, he. 
took the confidence to impoſe the 
Inquiſition upon three ſeveral Pro- 
vinces, ( viz.) Lombardia, Roma» 
niela and Marchia Terviſina. There 
are extant ſeveral Bulls, written by 
T:nocent the fourth unto the Magt- 
ſtrates of thoſe Countries : One 
where he ſets down the foremen- 
tioned Laws of Frederick againſt 
Hereticks word for word, and com- 
mands them to be ſtrictly obſerved : 
Nor canlT blame him, for holding his 
Ecclefiaſtical Empire upon no other 
Title then the pretenſe of Religion. 
To bea Heretick muſt needs be the 
ſame thing to him, and his Succeſ- 
{ours, as to bea Traytor is to Tem- 
poral Princes. There is another Bull 
of his, wherein he enjoynes the Ma- 
giltrates of the aforeſaid Countries, 
to obſerve ſeveral Articles or Con- 
ſtitutions relating to the Inquiſition; 
In which Articles, amongſt other 
things, he ordains, that the Inqui- 

fitors 
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ſitors ſhall have their Charges de- 
frayed out of the goods of perſons 
condemned; and this way of ſatis- 
fying the Inquiſitors, he ordains in 
another peculiar Bull for that pur- 

ſe. Hence it came to paſs, that 
when the Inquiſition had gotten 
foot in many Kingdomes and Coun- 
tries, an Incredible number of peo- 
ple were frequently tormented and 
burnt for the Crime of Witchcraft ; 
which they had ſo entwiſted with 
Hereſie, or the denyal of Pontifical 
Authority, that in ſeeking out 
Witches, in tormenting and putting 
them to death, they did at once gra- 
tifie, as well the ambition and uſurp- 
ed Power of their Lord the Pope, 
as their owninſatiable covetouſneſs, 
and thirſt after other mens goods. 

In the year One thouſand five hun- 
dred and eighteen, the Inquiſitors 
put to death a great many Inchan- 
ters, which they had found out for- 


ſooth in the Venetian Territories : 
D 3 Where 
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Where ſuch was the Extortion and 
Covetoulſneſs in their proceedings, 
that. the Country role -up.. againſt 
them, and the Council after at Ye- 
ice was fain to ſend for theſe Inqui- 
ſitors to enquire into their proceed- 
ings; yet do what they could, the 
enraged people were hardly to be 
appealed. In the ſame year, I ſup- 
ole it was; that upon the like oc- 
caſion of the Countries Riſing againſt 
an Inquiſitor,and carrying him to the 
Biſhop, Alciat a famous Civil Law- 
yer gave his ingenious anſwer to the 
Biſhop, who aſkt his advice herein, 
as may be ſeen in Alciats Parerga, 
where he handſomly deſcribes the 
vain and monſtrous credulity of 
ſome Divines in this queſtion of 
Witchcraft, Nicolans Remrgius a 
Lorrain Judge, doth confeſs, that 
in the time of his Judicature, in the 
{pace of lixteen years, there was a- 
bout eight hundred Witches put to 
death, belides as mavy more that 
elcaped, 
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eſcaped , either by timely running 
away, or by a conſtant enduring of 
torture. Ina word.,after the found- 
ing of the Dominican and Franciſcan 
Fryars, and the ſettivg up an Office 
of Inquiſition , the world grew ſo 
full of Devils and Witches, that I 
am prone to aſſent unto the judge- 
ment of Cardan, who handling this 
buſineſs of Witches and Witch- 
finders, obſerv'd it to be full of Co- 
vetouſneſs. and folly, as any one 
may read in his Book, De /ariet ate 
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CHAP. 1V. 


Arguments to prove, that there i. 
no ſuch thing as a Witch i 
Scripture ; and Arguments t, 
prove that there is no fuct 


thing as a Witch-at all. 


TD Y this time methinks it plainly 
appears, out of the preceding 
Diſcourſe, that the notion of + 
Witch, as it 1s taken now adayes. 
hath no foundation at all 1n Scri- 
pture; but hadits Original, or firſt 
Riſe, out of the Heatheniſh Fables. 
and was afterwards improved by 
Papalimpoſtures. Nevertheleſs, tc 
o1ve further ſatisfaCtion, I ſhall pro- 
duce ſome arguments to prove, firſt. 
That a Witch is nor to be found ir 
Scripture : Secondly, That there 1: 
= 
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no ſuch thing as a Witch at all. 


T he firſt Argument ſhall be taken 
from the difference, between our 
vulgarly reputed Witches, and thoſe 
which our Tranſlatours of the Bible 
call ſoz for whom I pray do our 
Tranſlatours call Witches , but the 
Kings and Queens and Princes of the 
Earth, as alſo the Prieſts and Phylo- 
ſophers and wiſe men of this world ? 


Whereas the Witches now adayes 
'are:poor, filly, contemptible peoplez 
for inſtead of ſuch as King Manaſſes, 


and Queen Jeſabel,we now hear talk 
of this old Gammer and that old 
Goodwifte. It ſeems the Kingdome 
of darkneſs '1s quite altered in Its 


Politicks , and the Devil is not fo 


wiſe as ſome men make him, if this 
Opintonof Witchcraft be true. 

The ſecond Argument ſhall be 
taken from the Sad{daces, a famous 
Se&t amongſt the Jews, who denied 
Spirits, and the Reſurrection of the 
dead; yet had the five Books of 

I Moſes 


T 
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Moſes in high eſteem and regard : 
Wherefore either they did not un- 
deritand Hebrew, or if they did, the 
notion of Witchcraft doth not ap- 
pearin Moſes : And if this be once 

ranted, I ſuppoſe the other parts 
of the Bible will eaſily follow : But 
perhaps you'l object and ſay, that the 
Sadduces were a Set after theCapti- 
vity, which kept.theiJews ſolong in 
Babylon that they forgot their own 
Tongue's' and that the Jews after 
their Return into. Judea, ſpake not 
the Hebrew but the vulgar 8yriaz. 
To this I anſwer, That when the 
Se cf the Saddaces took Its begin- 
ning is uncertain, and that however 
the Common People did forget the 
Old Hebrew, yet the Prieſts did al- 
waycsprelerveits knowledge, Now 
thatPriefts themſelves wereSaddaces 
1 manifeſt, for even the High Prieſt 

1ſeph Hyrcanus was one of that Sect, 
as Joſephus Teltities, 


The 
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. The third and laſt Argument ſhall 
be takenfrom the different practiſes 
aſcribed unto our vulgarly ſuppoſed 
Witches, :arjd unto thoſe in our 
Tranflatiny of the Bible;For our mo- 
dern Witches practiſe a ſecret occult 
Art, and {tis a great Art to diſcover 
them , by feveral {trange figns and 
horrid tortures : But thoſe whom 
our Trafſlators call Witches in the 
Bible, were ſuch as praiſed what 
they did qpenly, and in the face of 
the world, making ;publick profeſ- 
fon of their Art, which was asI have 
already made it appear, the Coun- 
terfeit Art of Prophelying and 
working Miracles. But alas! had 
it been this myſterious Art of con- 
traſting with the Devil, and of uſing 
his power, the Profeflors where- 
of are ſo clandeſtine in their wayes, 
that they can hardly be diſcovered 
by various ſcrutinies and inquiries. 
How impoſlible a thing had it been, 


for Saxl to turn. them all out of 1/- 
rael, 
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rael, as we read he did, 1 84m. 
28. This I am ſure of, a Proclama- 
tion now adayes ſet out to that pur- 
poſe, would avail nothing, and only 
ſerve to move the laughter of thoſe 
whoſtood by to hearit. | 

If then there beno ſuch thing as a 
Witch in Scripture, I ſhall make ufe 
of that as the firſt argument, to 
prove that there isno ſuch thing as 
a Witchat all. Nor let any'one that 
abounds with words, and his own 
ſenſe, immediately cry out:3 then 
there is no ſuch River as Thames , 
there is no ſuch Country as America, 
if filence in Scripture ferves for an 
argument. A man may make ſuch 
inſtances from morning to night,and 


meke a great noiſe to no purpoſe; 


as if there were no difference be- 
tween thoſe things which lye quite 
beſides the ſcope of the Scriptures 
notice, and thoſe things which if 
they be true,theScriptures could not 
be lilent of, without the charge of 

imperfection, 
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imperfeCtion. Let any one but read 
the Law of Moſes, and then ſeriouf- 
ly confider, why it ſhould be ſo ſe- 
vere againſt inceſtuous and beſtial 
Concubinage, and yet not ſo much 
as mention diabolical. The Jewes 
were forbid to meddle with ſtrange 
women of other Nations,and ſhould 
there be no caution given againſt 
their medling with {ſtrange crea- 
tures, as it were of another world ? 
Mark how curious theLaw is in mat- 
ters of uncleanneſs, and ſhall an or- 
dinary running Ifſue be ſo much 
talkt of, and no mention made of 
Teats running with blood and ſuckt 
by Devils 2 Laſtly, that Law which 
by its years of Jubilee, and ſeveral 
other Conſtitutions, provided more 
againſt oppreſſion and cruelty then 
any other Law in the world; That 
Law which ſo deteſted the murther 
of men, that it made them merciful 
to their neighbours beaſts; (I ſay 
that Law) could never paſs over 

in 
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in ſilence, the cruel and abominable 
ations of Witches againſt both man 
and beaſt, Without queſtion, it 
would have inflicted upon them the 
ſevereſt puniſhments; & for the diſ- 
covery of their fecret and deviliſh 
contracts, it would haveJaid down 
ſufficient marks for tryal z eſpecially 
fiace in afar leſs matter of adultery, 
it made uſe of that horrible and a- 
mazing tryal , by the bitter wate 

which cauſed the Curſe. 

Secondly, I argue fromthe miſes 
rable poverty of our vulgarly re- 
puted Witches, that they are 
wrongfully accuſed : For I am not 
willing to believe, that they have 
ſuch a power with the Devil, as to 
make him do wonderful things at 
their command, when they never 
command him to fetch them money, 
and to fetch them bread ;z indeed in 


the night time he carries them TI. 


know not whither, and thete they 
meet with great varietyof imaginary 
mirth 
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mirth and feaſting. Now ſuch as 
their Feaſt is, ſo is their Witchcraft, 
not real, but imaginary, as only ex- 
iſting in the fooliſh fancies of 
men. 

In the third place, I charge thoſe 
who obſtinately maintain there are 
Witches, either with irrationality or 
impiety z For tis irrational to think, 
that the Devils are Creatures full of 


malice, and breathing noughe but 
miſchief againſt the whole Race of 


man, and that they ſuffer a manto 
live, when they can ſo eaſily kill us 
at the command of a Witch, But 
if you evade this, by ſaying, that 
Devils cannot hurt us without Gods 
permiſſion; then I ſay 'tis impious 
to concern the Great God with 
Witchcraft, *'Tis true indeed, he 
may ſend Death and Diſeaſes a- 
mongſt the Sons of men, to punith 
them for their ſins at his own plea- 
ſure; but that he ihould do ſo, at 
the defire of the Devil, upon the 

command 
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tification of malice, as is far from 
God to perform. Calvir in his Ser- 
mons on the two firſt Chapters of 
Job, takes a great deal of pains to 
explode this Opinion of Gods per- 
miſſion, and ſhews by ſeveral exam- 
ples of 4bſolom, Abab,and Nebuchad- 
eZzar, that God doth not barely 
permit, but orders and determines 
the ations of Devils and wicked 
men; affirming that if Aſſes could 
ſpeak, they would ſpeak wiſer then 
thoſe men, who talk of Gods per- 
mitting : Nor will he grant, that 
God aftlicted Job upon Satans re- 
queſt, but becauſe he himſelf had 
ſo determined to -try Jobs Pa- 
tlence. 

Laſtly, the vanity and falſneſs of 
their Opinion, who believe there are 
Witches, appears from nothing more 
then from this, that it aſcribes unto 
the Devil an Omnipotent Power : 
Inſomuch, that no rational man by 
the 


The Queſtion of , 


command of a Witch, is ſuch a gra- | 
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the light of reaſon, ſhall be able to 
tell from the Hiſtory of the Goſpel, 
whether Chriſt were a Witch or noz 
for let ſome men think what they 
pleaſe, the Holineſs of his Do@trine 
is not the thouſandth part ſuch a 
a proof of his acting by a Divine 
Power, as the wiraculouſneſs of his 
works, But alas! what were his Mi- 
racles, or; how were they to be vya- 
lued, if. malicious Creatures, without 
a Divine GCommiton enabling them 
thereto, can make Frogs and ger- 
pents, raiſe the dead, giye Law un- 
tothe. winds and Seasy to mention 
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tures 3 and though they may have 
more {kill, agility and (trength,then 
men , yet that they act as men do, 
by applying of natural agents and 
patients to one another in thisſublu- 
nary world + But as for the world 

| Atherta] 
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Atherial and Czleſtial, I ſuppoſe 
they have no power there; conſe- 
quently, that in ſpight of them, the 
wind bloweth where it liſteth, and 
that the ſeaſons of the year, as alſo 
the fruits of the earth, are neither 
promoted nor hindred by them, but 
immediately depend upon the mo- 
tions and mutual aſpects of the 
glorious czleſtial ſtars, that are no 
way obnoxious to diabolical powers. 
They who think otherwiſe, let them 
conſider how' near they approach 
unto the Opinion of the 'Perſians, 
who held there were two great Be- 
ings, both Almighty, both at mutual 
and perpetualwarz one,the Anthor 
of al good; the other, 'of all evil-: 
The govd Principle they called 0ro- 
#14ſdes, and the evil one Arimaniws. 
Of the ſame Opinion were the Zgy- | 
' prians, as appears by Oſiris and Ty- 
pbon; from them Py5thagoras con» | 
veighed it to Greece. Ina word, the | 
whole Heathen world ſeems to have | 
been | 
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been infected with this conceit, be- 
lieving internal as well as ſupernal 
Gods ; and therefore. they. had ſa- 
crifices, as Well to appeaſe the anger, 
and to avert the mitchiefs of che 


| one, as to'propitiate 'and'/procure 


the bleſlings of the other. . Nor can 
thoſe Chriſtians be exenfed fromthe 
ſame infection, who: upon the ac< 
count of :Witchcraft, attribute om- 
nipotency:t6: the Devil;z for what 
leſs do they. believe, concerning the 
Prince of the Devils, and of his pow- 
er? If according to them , he can 
command the influence of the San, 
and govern.tthe motion of the Stars 
it he can open” the bowels of the 
earth, 2nd'cauſe the-vapours to aſ- 
cend in clouds into the middle Res 
gion of: the Air, and thence again 
deſcend upon the earth, in thunder 
and lightning, and violent ſtorms 3 if 
he can transform men and women 
into Cats, and if he can Frogs and 


- Wherefore 


+ Serpents create. 
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Wherefore T conclude, it was a 
very (ſeaſonable decree, made by the 
Council of Ancyre, more ancient 
then the Nzcene Council 3 wherein 
they declare unto all Chriſtians,” the 
Heatheniſhneſs of this belief and 
opinion : . Their words are theſe 3 
Illn1 etiam non eſt omittendum, quod 
quodams ſcelerate mulieres retro poſt 
Satanam converſe, demonum illu(t- 
onibus & 'phantaſmatibur' ſedue, 
credunt e# profitentur , ſe nod urnis 
horis, cum Diana Paganorum Dea, vel 
cur Herodiade, &» inuumeras mul; i- 
tudine malierum,equitare ſuper quaſ- 


. dam beſtias, &* multa terrarum ſpa- 


tia intempeſte' noFis ſpatio pertran” 
fore, ejuſq; jufſronibus velut Domine 
obedire, & certis noftibas ad ejus 
ſervitium evocari : Sed utinam he 
ſole in ſua perfidia periiſſent, & non 
multos ſecum in infidelitatis interi- 
tum pertraxiſſent ; Nam innumer4 
multitudo bac falſa opinione decepte, 
hec vera efſe credit, & credendo a 


red 
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rea fide deviat, & in errore Pagas 
norum revolvitur, cum aliquid dis. 
vinitatis aut numinis extra unum 
Deum arbitratur. Dnapropter ſacer- 
dotes per Eccleſuas ſibi commiſſas, po- 
pulo omniinſtantia predicare debent, 
ut noverint hec omnimodis eſſe falſa, 
O* non a Divino ſed a maligno ſpiritu 
talia phantaſmata, mentibus fideliuns 
irregari. Siquidem ipſe Satanus qui 
trausfigurat ſe in Angelumlucis, cunt 
mentem cujuſq; muliercule ceperit , 
& hanc ſibi per infidelitatem jubju- 
gaverit, illico transformat ſ8 in di- 
verſarum perſonarum ſpecies atq; ſimi- 
litudines, & mentem quam captivan 
tenet in ſomnis deludens, modo leta, 


. modotriſtia, modo cognitas, modo in- 


cognitas perſonas oflendens, per deviz 
quaq; dedurit. Et cum ſolus ſpiritus 
hoc patitur, Infidelis mens hoc non 
in animo , ſed in corpore opinatur 
evenire. Outs enim non in ſomnis CO 
noFurnis viſlonibusextra /e educitur, 
& multa videt dormiendo, que nan- 
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quam viderat vigilando. Quis vero 
tam ſiultus & hebes eff, qui hec 
omnia que in ſolo ſpirit ſinut,etian 
in corpure accidete arbitretur 5 cum 
Fzechiel Propheta viſiones Domini in 
ſpirita,non in corpore, vidit £ Et Jo- 
hannes Apoſtolus Apocalypſtr, Sacre» 
mentum in ſpiritu, non 11 corpore, 
widit , & audivit, ſicut ipſe dicit , 
ſtatim ingquit fui in ſpiritu. Et 
Paulus zoz audet dicere je raptum in 
corpore. Omnibus itaq; publice an- 
runeiandum eſt,quod qui talia + his 
ſimilia credit, fidem perdit; @ qui 
fedem reFam in Demino non habet, 
hic ron eſt ejus, ſed illius in quem 
credit, id ejt, Diaboli, Nam de Do- 
mino noſtro ſcriptum eſt, Onenia per 
ipſum jada ſunt. Yuiſquis ergo 
credit poſje fieri. aliquam creaturam, 
aut in melins, aut in deterius inmmu-s 
#ari, aut transformari in aliam ſpe- 
ciem vel [umilitudinem, ni [ ab ipſo 
Creatore qui omnia fecit, & per quem 


lis 
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lis eſt, & Pagano deterior, Tis true 
indeed,the Pontificial Authors make 
a great ſtir in their Anſwers to this 


decree of the Ancyran Council; 


ſometimes endeavouring to evade 
its foree with their abſurd interpre- 
tations, ſomtimes to throw dirt into 
the face of the Council, asif it were 
not to be regarded : But Alciat in 
in his Parerga doth ingeniouſly con- 
feſs, that in theſe their anſwers, Nec 
Celum, nec Terram attingunt, they 
have neither head nor tayle, And 
which is more to be wondred at, 
Martin Delriothe Jeſuite is in this 
point ſo ingenious, as todiſlent from 
Baronizs, who judgeth that this 
Council was held at Rome , under 
Damaſcws,in the dayes of St. Hierome: 
Delrio for ſundry reaſons, believing 
it to have beenreally held at Azcyra, 
the Metropolis of Galatia, according 
to the common aflertion of thoſe 
who colleted the ancient Cannons. 
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Now this Decree of the Anc5ran 
Council, was the more ſ(eaſonable, 
in regard that a little before, Mares 
or Manichens had ſpread abroad the 
Chriſtian world , that old Heathe- 
niſh Doctrine of the two Principles, 
one of good, and the other of evi] : 
and it is remarkable, that Witches 
and Manicheans are coupled toge- 


ther, by the Emperours Diocleſs in 


and Maximian, in their Reſcripr to 
Julian the Proconſul of Afric:, de 
Maleficis & Maniche, as it is cited 
out ot the Gregprian Code by Ruf- 
finw in bis Collation of the Jewiſh 
with the Rowan Lawes, About a 
hundred years after, and ſomewhat 
more, Triſcil/ian and his followers 
did in a great meaſure embrace the 
Doctrive of Mares; mſomuch , 
that in the year five hundred ſixty 
three, there was a Council] beld at 
Bracara, a town of Gal/icia 1n Spain, 
agarnſt rhe Prifcillian' ſts, In the 
DNecrees of this Council, 47ancs and 

Priſcillian 
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Priſciſ/ian are frequently joyned to- 
gether, fortheir tooliſh conceits con- 
cerning the power of the Devil, or 
evil Principle; but eſpecially they 
have one Decree, very conliderable 
to our preſent purpoſe, wherein they 
anathematizeall thoſe, who believe 
that the Devil can inake any Crea- 
ture, or ſo much as raiſe ſtorins and 
tempelts by his own authority or 
power; the wordsare theſe, $7 quis 
credit , quod -airquantss in mundo 
creaturas Diabolus ficerit, &* toni- 
trua, & fulgura,@ tempeſt ates,& ſic- 
cites, ipſe Diabolus ſua autoritate 
faciat, ſicnt Triſcillianws dixit, Ana- 
thema ſit : Wherefore if the Devil 
cannot raiſe thunder and lightning 
and tempeſts by his own power, he 
did no more inthe caſe of Job, then 
Eliah, or any mortal man may do, 
when he receives a commiſiion from 
God. Hence I infer, that the Do- 
Ctrine of Witchcratt, magnifying 
tlic Diabolical Power beyond its due 
proportion 
J 
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proportion, doth ſavour too rankly 
of Priſcillian and Manes, and the 
Heathen world. | 


CHAP. V. 


An Anſwer to their Arguments 
who endeawour to prove there 
are Witches. 


' A Nd now it1is worth the while to 
conlider, what theſe men can 
fay for themſelves, who ſo obſtinate- 
Iy maintain there are Witches. For 
they being, on the affirmative part, 
are bound by the Lawes of diſputa- 
tion, to prove what they afhrm ; and 
*is ſufficient for their adverſaries to 
confute their proofs : But alas ! theſe 
men are generally ignorant of the 
Hiſtory of Ages that are gone and 
paſt, and of the Scriptures alſo, as to 
what concerns-the queſtion in hand: 

Wherefore 
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Wherefore they are.,wont to wave 
-argumyents,. and tocry.qut , this a 
queſtion not to be diſputed on, in 
regard 1t is. a matter of fact, and 
conſequently the ohjeda of ſenſe,nat 
of reafon, Thus when. they are gat 
to their Caſtle of defence,they make 
a great noiſe , and cry out upon the 
unreaſonableneſs of thoſe men, who 
will got believe what ſo many wor- 
ſhipful perſons 1n the world have 
heard and ſeen. And what is that 1 
pray? Why they have heard .Trum- 
pets found, and Drums beat, ' when 
neither Trumpeter. nor Drummer 
have been near the place. They 
have ſeen chairs and ſtools move up 
and down a room, when no body 
toucht them, and many other things 
as ſtrange. Thus will they tell {to- 


Tries of this nature from morning to 


night if you pleaſe, though when 
they have done, they {ay nothing to 
the purpoſe. For ſuppoſe that all 
theſe ſtories were unqueltionably 
| true, 
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ttue, yet they would not ſuffice to 


prove Witchcraft. I confeſs indeed 
they would evince the being of Spi- 
rits,-a thing which no wiſe man can 
deny, though 'he doth not believe 


It : For it is one thing todoubt,and 
another to deny. For my own part 
T firmly believe, there are many 


thouſands of ſpirits, made of an in- 
corporeal matter, too fine to be per- 


ceived by the ſenſes of men. Nor 


will I gain-ſay the Authority of ſo 
many mm the world, who affirm they 
have ſeen and heard the ſtrange 
things which I juſt now mentioned; 
ſuppoſing that theſe ſpirits may of- 
ten play mad pranks amongſt us. 
But ſtill I demand a reaſon, why I 
ſhould believe that they do ſo, upon 
the account of a Contract made 
with any man or woman 3 for til 
this is proved, the queſtion of 
Witchcraft ſtands unconcerned. 


Well 
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Well then, how do the afftirmers 
of it go about to prove, that any man' 
or woman is intereſted in theſe: Ne- 
viliſh pranks ?: why truly by telling 
ſuch ſtories as theſe 3 namely, that | 
perſons tormented by Devils, have | 
fallen into their fits, at the Ught, Or: 
upon the touch ' of | ſuſpedted' 

Witches; As alſothat perſons thus: 
tormented, have ſeen the ſuſpetted 

Witches: in this or>that place of..a 

room, whereno bodytelHMe could fee 

any thing at all; that the [tandersby; 
havingſtroke with Swords or Knives 

at the 'places where”ehe. Witches 

were'ſaid to ber;! ther bewirtched 

parties: have cryedi out, that-the 

Witches were wounded in fuchnnd 

ſuch parts of their bodies, ' though 

their bodies were:then many miles | 
diſtant; and that ſome immediately, 

going to their habitations to ſee, | 
have found it true. 


Now 
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: :Now here it is tobe obferved;that 
theſe kind of ſtories -are far different 
from thoſe which'I ſaid before did 
eyince the being of Spirits: for they 
are; atteſted. ..by : numerous :autho- 
ritics, and worthy of credit -:: But 
theſe are quite contrary: and ate! 
fbunded partly in thejuggling delu- 
lions: of confederated- 1mpoſtors. , 
partly: again: .in:dbe errours or. rid1- 
culous miſtakes'of vulgar. rumours; 
Jult *as the 'City: of London, hath 
been: confidently reported toibe at- 
teuvipted with-s Fire-ball;:when a 
poorLink-boy-knocking of his Link, 
had lefc partof its:flames blazing in 
a-door.| Nevertheleſs; thatT may not 
be: too ftrit with my adverſaries; 
and co do: then nu couttelie meerly 
for the diſputativoſake-, 'Þ care not 
it I grant, that ſome of thele ſtories 
are true, Namely, that there have 
been perſons vexed by Devils at the 
light, or upon the touch of ſuſpected 
Witches, and quiet again when they 
Were 
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were parted; for though I ſhould 
grant this, I fee no reaſon yet to 
grant there are Witches , but rather 
to conclude, that theſe ſpirits, who 
are ſo frolick and gameſome in do- 
ing' us miſchief, when they perceive 
perſons ſuſpeted to have ſet them 
awork, may on purpoſe ſo marmage 
their malicious tricks, as to confirm 
the ſuſpition, promote the accuſati- 
on, .procure the condemnation! of 
theſe miſerable wretches, and then 
may count this the cream of their 
malicious jeſt, of the height of their 
frolick, to fee poor innocent people 
hang'd.' Now this anſwer of. mine, 
although' it be 'needleſs, and ex- 
abundanti, is far more eaſte and un- 
conſtrained, then'any thing that the 
contraty* opinion - ſhall anſwer to 
thoſe objections, which may be made 
againſd that abſurd and ridiculous 
conceit, of wounding the Witches 
body at many miles diſtance- | 
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| Again, they are wont to ſay, for 
the proof of Witchcraft, that imme- 
diately upon the threatning or curl- 
ing; uſed by this or that perſon, ſuch 
or ſuch an accideat hath hapned to 
the party ſo _threatned and curled. 


Thoſe men would do well to con- 


ſider-, that this world hath {tpod 
many thouſands of. years, and is of 
valt extent, containing many Coun- 
tries or. Nations full of men, and 
with diverſe : intereſts. abd - paſ- 
fions3 wherefore'it is not to be won- 
dred at, if there! ;hath often, hapaed 
init a notable concurrence ofevents. 
'Tis: certain, that poor old people 


.when they are abuled by the T ſule- 


ing petulancy-of others, being, un- 


Able co right themſelves, elther at 
Law or at Combate, for, went of 


mwney and ſtrength of body: , do 
ofren times veut the pailion of, their 
giſcontented fouls in threats and 
curſes, 'Tis alſo certain, that.many 


men troubled with Diſeaſes of the 
head, 
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head, or Diſeaſes of the heart, do 
ſeem to be in perfect health, and yer 
fall down dead on a ſudden. Now 
if theſe two accidents thould meet 
together, I ſhould ſee nothing but 
what is natura],.nor ſhould I cry out 
upon the Devil and Witchcraft. 

But methinks I hear ſome men 
objed&t and ſay with a great deal of 
vehemence and confidence; what 
need there be any diſpute about 
theſe ſtories, ſince parties themſelves 
have confefled their own Witch- 
craft 3 and can there be any thing 
clearer then ſelf-confeſſhon? 

To this I anſwer, that the wiſeſt 
menin the world, may by impriſon- 
ment and torture be brought to con- 
feſs any thing, whether it be true or 


falſez as many miſerable Creatures, 


confeſling themſelves Witches, have 
had their Confeſiions extorted from 
them, by ſuchcurſed means, Beſides, 
I donot doubt, but ſome poor, lilly, 
melancholick old 'wretches, have 

& really 
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really believed themſelves Witches, 
and to be guilty of; thoſe actions , 
which not only their fooliſh neigh- 
bours., but worſhipful.men:1n the 
world have. charged them with. 
Nor is it to: be wondred at by any 
one-that conſiders the ſtrange effects 
of melancholly , eſpecially if it hath 
been heightned by poverty, or want 
of good" diet,: by ignorance, ſolitari- 


'neſs, and old age : For thatſuch kind 


of people take their very:dreams to 
be real viſions-and'truths, L am ſure, 
not only: by , conſequences. drawn 
from their ' actions reported in 
Books, but by the experience alfo of 
my:.own acquaintance. The truth 
is, want of knowledge in the Art of 
Phylick makes .men attribute unto 
Spirits meer natural diſtempers : 


Nay, Phyſitians themſelves, who | 


have excellently. laboured in Ana- 
tomy-and Chymiltry, perhaps have 
added little or nothing to the Diag- 


noſtick part of Diſeaſes, ſo happily | 


- begun 


IWitcheraft Jebaiad 


begun by Hippocrates. :: Hence It ts, 
thar we are {ti} Nn the dark as to the: 


abſtruſer diltempers of humane bo- 


dies, eſpecially ſuch as ariſe from 
| melancholly z which axe ok ſo many 


ſorts, and have ſuch wondertvull 
effects,that whoſoever {ſhould righ 
ly deſcribe'them, ' and make' Rok 
plainly manifeſt, - he wouald (diſcover 
unto us an unknown world , full of 
unheardof prodigious monſters.. 
Thus Ebave-ſufficieatly anſwered 
the molt material obj=ctions, not 
thinking it worth the while to infiſt 
upon every trifle, ſuch as this 1s 5 
why donot you believe that-which 
ſo-many thouſands of wife men in; 
the world have.believed ? Sure they 


| could not all be deceived : As if a 
{man did not trumpet forth his own 


folly, by ſuch an argument , when 
the various Religtons -that have. 
been in the. world, are more than 


I-nough to. convince one, how ab- 
ſurd and *ridicplous the wiſeſt of: . 


” 2 men 
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menare in matters of Opinion or Be- 
lief. h 


” 


CHAP. VI. 


How the Opinion of Witches came 
at firſt into the World. 


Y this time methinks I cannot 

chuſe but wonder at the large 
ſpreading of this fooliſh Opinion 
amongſt men, and its taking ſuch 
deep root in their minds : But then 
again, [ceaſe to wonder when I con- 
ſider with. my ſelf, that ſome men 
are Knaves, others are Fools, and 


that all men have fear implanted in | 
them by Nature, the very ſtrongeſt | 
of all their paſſions 3 for ajthough it | 


be an impious ſaying, and irrationa], 
that fear was the firſt thing which 
brought Gods into the world , yet 
Tam apt to belicye, it firſt of all 

brought 
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brought in theſe omnipotent De- 
vils, that contract with Witches - 
For melanchollick perſons being ex- 
ceeding timorous by Nature, and 


of exceeding ſtrong imaginations, ' 


upon the ſeeing or hearing of any 
frightful thing are very prone unto 
troubleſome dreams, and. apt to 
create ſtrange apparitions in their 
own brains 3 which dreams and ap- 
paritions, no man in the world ſhall 
perſwade them to the contrary, but 


that they are real truths, eſpecially - 


if their melancholly be exceſhve,and 
border upon madneſs : Add here- 
unto, that other men not addicted 
to melancholly, may upon ſundry 
occaſions meet with apparitions z 
namely, ſometimes when they are 


| ſick of Feavers, ſometimes when 
their minds have been poſſefled;and 


their imaginations wrought upon by 
frigktful ſtories 5 and ſometimes a- 
gain, when their eyes being weak , 
they walk in a thick air towards 

| F 3 Eyening 
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evening by the waterſide. Not to 
mention thoſe -dilturbances' which 
may ariſe in.mens fancies from an 
inordinate ict, either inquantity or 
quallity, and ftrom-fundxy other ir- 
reguleritics, it being calle for a man 
to be troubled with the Nyght-mare, 
bcfore he ſhall be able; to, get faſt 
alleep, if he goeth into a. cold bed 
he his body is ſtiff with cold, 

Now that theſe: and many other 
like occaſions did oftentimes, preſent 
apparitions unto Men, ... was well 
enough known unto thoſe who go- 
verned the ancient world, eſpecially 
the Eaſtern. parts. thereof, for they 
were Wile Politictans,famousin their 
Generations, and very. well experi- 
enced in the Nature of Man : where- 
fore knowjng how furious and head- 
ſtrong a Beaſt the Multitude is, not 
to be dealt with unleſs you come as 
3t were.on their blind ide, that 1s, 
unleſs you take them by the weak: 

{t-part, and. lay hoid on their pal: 
OE 
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ſion of fear, (I ſay knowing this) 
they promoted thefe fears of the 
people, and improved them for the 
deſigns of Government: - Hence it 
came to paſs, that whatſoever was 
zxtraordinary in Nature, :and apt to 
aſtoniſh, they aſcribed' unto theſe 
Apparitions or Spirits : Namely, in 
the ſtarry Heavens, the Eclipſes of 


the Sun and Moon, ' Thunder and: 


Lightning in-the Clouds, Peſtilential 
ſeaſons, and feaſons of Famine here 
below, and alſo the moſt hideous of 
Diſeaſes, whether they were ſtrange 
kind of Tumours in the body, or 


 Convullion fits, or ſeveral ſorts of 


madneſs, and the like : For the re- 
medying of which diſaitrous acci- 
dents, and the taking away of their 
malignant effects, many Charms or 
Spells were ordained, many exor- 
ciling or conjuring prayers were in- 
vented; Ina word, many Religious 
Rites or Ceremonies of worſhip 
were inſtituted, with a world of vo- 
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riety and fancy. The Z#gyptianr, 
that ancient 'and wiſe people , the 
very Fathers of learning, had a re- 
ſpect unto theſe kind of Spirits in 
their publick worſhip, as may. bz 
gathered:from Plutarch in his T rea- 
tiſe concexningthe decay of Oraclet, 
where he brings in this confiderat- 
on of their- Religious Rites, ' as a 
probable argument, that they were 
the firlt Opiners of PEmwns; 1 mean, 
the tirſt that brought #athe Opinion 
ef the exiſtence of Devils, 

- Inproceis of time, thele actions 
of the Prieſts, and grand Politicians 
of the world, began-to be imitated 
by private perſuns, notonly men, 
but women alſo, ſuch as ſhe was that 
dwelt at Endor ; for what will not 


fome attempt to do, when a neceſ- | 


fitous poverty doth torment them 
with a greedy delire of gain ? Theſe 
kind of fhirking people, a Genera- 
tion of impudent Liars, Mounte- 
benks in Divinity and Phyſick, have 

| all 
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all along.;peſter'd the Ages in which 
they lived. Hippocrates treating 
me) iis vbov, or the Falling Sicknels, 
hath excellently well deſcribed the 
knaviſh impoſtures of ſome in his 
times, who to cloak their ignorance 
of that Diſeaſe, pretended it came 
immediately from the hand of Gad, 
and therefore was to be cured with 
certain expiations and-charms. Theſe 
men, be ſaith, had nothing but God 
in their mouths, and yet. notwith- 
ſtanding this holineſs, they. balely 
deluded the people with Magick 
cheats, : So alſo did the Heathen 
Divines,, I mean their pretended 
Phyloſophers, men full of words 
and beards, who forthe love of gain, 
and a croud:of Diſciples, would fre- 
quently. make ſhew of I know not 
what ſublime kind of knowledge, 
and intimate acquaintance with the 
Deity, by vertue whereof, they 
would undertake to charm and ex- 
orcile the evil ſpizits, Lucian 1n his 
: Dialogue, 
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vers of lyes; makes very gogd ſport 
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withitheſe kind of knaves.**** + 
Now when Hunger 'and- Cove- 
touſneſs had-engaged- private: per- 
ſons, in ſuch kind of ations as the 
Prieſts were- ehgaged in out of po- 
: licy, they not enduring to ſee their 
1} Office' invaded /?did declare unto 
the World, Thatallſuchasinvaded 
; ſacred things, contrary to-the:due 
Rites' and Ceremonies, were'ſo far 
| | from any +» Communion with - the 
Gods, that they were rather aban- 
doned by them,” and expoſed*iinto 
the ſociety of evil'Spirits; by which 
Converſation: they became full of 
malice, and all {6rts of vice and miſ- 
chief, like unto: the Devils with 
whom they converfed ; for that this 
was the aſſertion of the ancient 
Chaldearn Prieſts, -is evident in that 
Treatiſe. of Jamblichus, which 
treats of the myſteries of the A#gy- 
ptians, Chaldatns and ay 
i And. 
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And thus I ſuppoſe I have given-a 
true account of the riſe and origine 
of Witchcraft, + | 

But: howſoever this opinion of 
Witches might; -probably take its 
firſt riſe in the Eaſtern parts,it quick- 
ly alſo came intothe Welt, and there 
at length it very much prevailed, by 
reaſon -of- the Flatonick Phyloſa- 
phers :- For thele men being ad» 
dicted unto Fabling and Allegeri- 
Zing, became fo vain, as to turn, by 
an overweening credulity, their Fa- 
bles and Metapbors into reality. il 
confeſs this Doctrineiof theirs, 'that 


Knowledge and Vertue are the two - 


things,:Which purifie the Soul of 
man ,-and bring it into a God-like 
perfeQtion;is praiſe-worthy 3 As allo 
on the contrary, that Vice and: ig- 
norance corrupt men with a Dia- 
bolical and Beſtial pravity : Never- 
theleſs tis not to be endured, that 
ſuch fionlitades as theſe, ſhould be 
the ground of allerting ſome mens 

| viſions 
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viſions and, frequent conferences 
with the Gods, other mens aſlocia- 
tions and confederacy with Devils : 
For my part, I can ſee no difference 
between the ations of the Phyloſo- 
phical Heathen Prieſt, and the Magi- 


cian or Witch, but only this, that 


the one had Law or *Authority on 
his fide, the other had not. This 
is {0 manifeſt, that Yalentinian and 
valery,though Chriſtian'Emperours, 
were fain to gratifie the greater part 
of their Subjets,being Heathens, by 
making a Law, wherein they did 
vindicate the'Religion of their An- 
ceſtours, that is the Heathen, from 
the foul aſperſion of Witchcraft. 
This Law may be foundin the Theo- 
doſian Code, though it be left out in 
that of Juſtinian. | 

In aword,-»whoſoever ſhall read 


the Pluzonich writings, he ſhall find 


them full of eonfident Diſcourſe 
about that which they did not un- 


| derſtand, concerning the Gods, Dz- 
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mons, and Spirits of men : Much do 
they talk of a Fanvyliar Spirit which 
every man hath, calling it ſomtimes 
the 5 &x#«, ſometimes 5 nn, ſome- 
times the 5 ianxas nas Jaipey, Nor- is 
it to be wondred'at, if Chriſtian 
Authors haye too much exceeded 
on ſuch ſubjects; inregard 'tis well 
enough known how much the Pri- 
mitive Chriſtians admired the P/a- 
tonick Se. Nor is it unlikely, that 
in their frequent Exorcilings and 
Conjurations, they did'but imitate 
the Platonicks, who themſelves did 
therein but treadthe ſteps of the an- 
cient AFgyptian Prieſts : Amongſt 
whom it was uſual to Conjure the 
Devils with ſtrange kind of threats, 
namely, that if they would not doas 
the Prieſts would have them, they 
would threaten to tear the Heavens 
aſlunder, and to reveal the ſecret of 
iIfis, with other threats of the like 
Nature; as may be ſeen inthe afore- 


ſaid Treatiſe of Jamblichw. 
CHAP. 
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| CHAP. VIL x1; 
The Concluſun.,.. _ 


Hus I have in the firſt place 
ſhewn , that there is no ſuch 
thing as a Witch in Scripture . :, Se- 
condly, that it took its beginning 
from Heathen Fables. , Thirdly, chat 
it was afterwards improved by Pa- 
pal impoſtures, In the fourth place, 
I have produced ſeveral arguments 
againſt the affirmers of Witchcraft. 
Fifthly, I have anſwered their Ar- 
guments to the contrary. Sixthly 
and laſtly, I have endeavoured to 
ſhew by what means this Opinion of - 
Witches came into. the world ; all 
which, I have handled ſuccinctly , 
pointing as it were at the heads of 
things, and leaving it unto ſome 
abler peny to handle this queſtion 
1: more 
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| more at.largez A-thing which is { 
very uſeful to bedone for ifthe Do- 
Grine of Witchcraft ſhould be: car 
ried up toa heighth, andihe inqu;- 
ſition aſterit ſhould: be entruſt c! ir: 
the hands of Ambitious, Covetd125, 
and malicious men, it would prove 
of far more fatal conſequence unto F 
the lives and ſafety of mankind,then [3 
that ancient Heatheniſh cuſtome of - 
Sacrificing men unto Idol Gods; in- 
ſomuch, that we ſtand in need of 
another Hercules liberator , who as 
the former freed the world from 
humane Sacrifices, ſhould in like 
manner travel from Country. to 
Country, and by his all-command- 
ing Authority, free it from this evil 
and baſe cuſtome of torturing peo- 

ple to confeſs themſelves Witches, 
and burning them after extorted 
Confeſſions. Surely, the blood of | 
men ought not to be fo cheap, nor 
ſoeafily to be ſhed, by ſuch who un- 

der the Name of God, do gratifie 
| exorbitant 
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exorbitant paſſions and ſelfiſh ends ; 
for without queſtion, under this fide 
Heaven, there is nothing ſo ſacred 
as the life of man, for the preſerya- 
tion whereof, all Policies or Forms 
of Government, all Laws and Magi- 
ſtrates,are moſt eſpecially ordained : 
Wherefore I preſume, that this diſ- 
courſe of mine, attempting to-prove 
the vanity and' impoſlibility of 
Witchcraft, 1s ſo far from any de- 
ſerved cenſure and blame, that it 
rather deſerves commendation and 
and raiſe, if I can but in the leaſt 
meaſure contribute to the ſaving of 
the-lives of men. 


So 


Y wayof Appendage to 
tbepreceding Diſcourſe, 


|B 


le 


*J' 1 thought to have tranſlated 
s | one of Lucian's Dialogues, 
| called Loversof. Lyes; but 
F being informed that it was 
fl at eady tranſlated, 1 only or- 
- | dered the Book: ſeller to Re: 
d | printit Nor canitchuſe but 
* | pleaſe the Reader, to ſee that 


theWorld is the ſame world 
ftall; and that fifteen hundred 
years ago, menhad theſame . 
— | humours and thoughts, inre- 
lation tothe queſtionin hand, 
- | as they have now adayes : 


G | © } 


For between ſome men how 
alive, and thoſe whom the 
incomparnble wit deſcribes 
in bis Ingenions Dialogne, 
there is no- differente "to be 
perceived, butt only this, thit 
they in the Dialo8#e did 
wear long beards ,” whereas 
now 'tisthe faſhiont0 cut the 
beard off, or at leaft"to cut'it 
very ſhort... WAL 
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Lovers of L1 ES: 
A DIALOGUE 


| made by the Famous 
LU CI AN... 


The Speakers, Tychiades and 
; ,Philocles. 


Tychiades. = you tell me.the 

reaſon, Philocles , 
why moſt men defire to lye, and de- 
light not only to ſpeak fictions them- 
ſelves, . but give buſte attention to 
others who do? 

Philocles, There be many reaſons, 
T*-hjades, which compell ſome men 
co ipeak untruths, becauſe they lee 
'ti* profitable. 

G 2 Tychiades, 
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Lucian's Dialogue. 

Tychiades. This is nothing to the 
purpole. My queſtion conceri. 
not them who lye for profit : for 
ſuch deſerve pardon, and ſome 
praiſe, who have thereby defeated 
their enemics, and uſed; it-as a pre- 
ſervative avdnd dingerss like Uli(- 
ſes, who by ſuch ſlights ſecured his 
own life, and the return-of his com- 
panions. But I now ſpeak of thoſe, 
who prefer .the very Lye. before 
Truth ,-and take pleaſure to buſr- 
themſelves in-Fables , "without a 
neceſſary judgment. I would tf 
know what motives ſuch men h: : 
fo do fo. -- * \ -? 

Philocles. Have you met with any 
bora with ſuch a natural love to ly- 
tag ? 

Tychiades. There are many ſuch, 

Philocles. What other motive can 
they have not_.to ſpeak truth, but 


before the belt. 
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. their madneſs ? Elfe certainly, th<" | 
would never prefer the worſt thing 


| ar 


SL 4 VUTYO ' aw - = 


| Laucians Dialogue: 


Tychiades. This is nothing; ſince 
I can ſhow you many of great dif- 
retion and wiſdame in other things, 
who yet are Captives to this delu- 
ſion, and love of lyes. Nor am Ia 
little troubled to ſee men of excel- 
lent judgement in other things, take 
delight to deceive themſelves and 
-others. You cannot but know thoſe 
Ancients better then I, Herodotss, 
Cteſias the Cnidian, and the Poets 
betore them, Homer eſpecially ; All 
| wen of great name, whoſe writings 
are ſtored with fictions. So that they 
not only deceived their hearersthen, 


| 


f but have conveyd their lies to usalſo 


in a preſerved ſucceſſion of excellent 
Poetry and Verſes. I cannot, there- 
fore, but bluſh for them, as often as 
they ſpeak of a Schiſme 1n Heaven, 
of Promethees chains, the Gyants In- 
ſurretion, and the whole Tragedy 
of Hell. How Jzpiter, alſo, for love 
became a Eullor Swan; and how a 
,woman Was transform'd into a Fuwl 

G 3 or 
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or Bear, Beſides their Pegaſ##'s, Chy- 


mera's, Gorgon's, Cyclop's, and the 
like ſtrange prodigious fables, fit on] 
to recreate the minds of Children, 
whoyet fear Goblins, and Fayries, 
Bat theſe are things tolerable in 
Poets, How ridiculous 1s it 


that whole. Cities and Nations 


ſhould unanimouſly agree in a pub- 
lick Iye? Thus the Cretens are not 


aſhamed to ſhow Jepiters Tomb.| 


The Aathenians (ay, that EriGhonim 
grew from the earth; and that the 
firſt people of Attica ſprung from 
thence, like Coleworts. Yet theſe 
{peak much modeltlier then the 
Thebays, who derive themſelves 
from a Serpents teeth ſown, Yet 
he who takes not ſuch ridiculous 
tictions for true, but upon diſcreet 
examwwation thinks it proper only 
for a Corgbxs, or Margztes, to be- 
lieve that Triptoh:mmws was carried 
through the Air by winged Dra- 
g0ns3 or that Pay came aſli{tant tc 
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Lucian's Dialogue. 
the Greeks from Arcadia into Mara: 
thon; or that Orithyia' was raviſht 


* by Boreas is held irreligious and 


fooliſh, for diſlenting from ſuch 
clear and evident truths, So power- 
ful is a received lye, 

Philocles. Yet both Poets, Tychi- 
ades, and Cities are thus exculable, 
that the: one mingle fictions with 


__ their writings , the better to take 


theirreaders. The Athenians, The« 
bans, and other Countries, make 
their beginnings more majeltick , 
from ſuch fabulous Originals, -Be- 
ſides, ſhould all fiction be baniſht 


Greece, how many reporters would 


dye of Famine ? Since none there 
are patient to hear truth ſpoken 
gratis. In my judgment, theretore, 
they who delight in lyes, for no 
other reaſon, but becauſe they are 
lyes, are moſt delervedly to be 

laught ar, 
Tychiades. You ſay true. I now 
came from the learned Exncrates , 
G 4 where 
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Lueian's Dialogue. 
where heard many things fabulons, 
and incredible z or rather leaving 
them in the mid{(t of their diſcourſes, 
impatient of narrations ſo much be- 
yond belief;like ſo many Hobgoblins 
they ſcared me away with their pro- 
digles and wonders. 

' Philocles. Emcrates, Tychiades, 1s 
a man of credit, nor can I believe 
that one of ſo deep a beard, of the 
age of threeſcore, and of ſuch con- 
tinued ſtudy in Phyloſophy, ſhould 
endure to hear another faign in his 

reſence, 'much leſs that he ſhould 
offer to faign himſelf. | 

Tychiades. You know not, my 
friend, what lyes he told, how con- 
ſtantly he affirmed them, and min- 
gled Oathes with his fictions, and 
produced his children for witneſles, 
So that looking upon him,thought 
variouſly 5 ſometimes that he wa: 
mad, and be(ide himſelf ; ſometimes 
that being a cheater he had long 
{cnpe't my diſcovery 3 and had car: 


ried | 
f 
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Lucian's Dialogue. 
ried about a contemptible Ape in a 
Lyons ſhape : ſo abſurd were his diſ- 
courſes, 

Philocles. In the name of Veſta, 
what were they, Tychiades £ Flong 
to know what coſenage- he could- 
diſguiſe with ſolong a beard. 

- Tychiades, I uſually, at other 
times, when I had leiſure, Tychiades, 
viſited him. But to day having oc- 
caſion to ſpeak with Leontichws, 
(who as you know, 1s my 1ntimate 
friend } and being told by his boy, 
that he was early in the morning 
gone to viſit Excrates, who lay ſick, 
as well to meet Leortichwes, as to ſee 
him, ( of whoſe ſickneſs I was till 
then ignorant) I went thither, 
where I found not Leontiches, (who 
as they ſaid, was newly departed) 
but a crowd of others; Among 
whom was Cleodemwys the Peripate- 
tick, Dinomachus the Stoick, and 
Ton; you know him; he that isſo 


admired for Plato's diſcourſes, as if 
he 
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he onely underſtood exactly his 
meaning, and were able to be his in- 
terpreter to others. You ſee what 
men I name to you 3 All Sages, fa- 
med for vertue,' heads of their ſe- 
veral ſe&s ;' All venerable, and car- 
rying an awfull terrour in their 
looks. There was preſent alſo 
Antigonus the Phylitian, ſent for, I 
ſuppoſe, out of neceſlity of the dif- 
eaſe; Though Encrates ſeemed to 
be much upon the recovery, and his 
fickneſs not dangerous. For the hu- 
mour was agata fallen into his feet, 
As ſoon as Excrates ſaw me, remit- 
ting his voice, he feebly bad me fit 
down by him on the bed : whom, as 
F entred, I heard lowd and fhrill. I 
very careful not to touch his feet, 
and ufing the accuſtomed comple- 
ment, that I knew not of his fick- 
neſs, but upon the firſt intimation 
came poſt, fate near him. The dil- 
conrſeof the company was concern- 
ing his diſcaſe, of witch they had 
| jn 
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in part already ſpokenz and were 
then going on, each ſeverally to pre- 
ſcribe a ſeveral medicine, and cure. 
Take up from the ground , faid 
barn th with your left hand the 
tooth of a' weelil, fo killd-zs I 
ſaid before, bind it ina Lyons (kin, 
newly flead,then wrap it about your 
leggs, and your pain will preſently 
ceaſe, 'Tisnot ina Lyons ſkin, as1 
have heard, ſaid Dinomachss, but 
in a Virgin Hindes skin unbuckt; 
And ſothe receit is more probable: 
For a Deer is ſwift, and moſt ſtrovg 
of feet. A Lyon, indeed, is ftrong, 
and his fat , and right paw, and the 
ſtiff hairs of his beard are of great 
vertue, if one know how to apply 
them every one with his proper * 
charm. -But they promiſe ſmall cure 
of the gout. I alſo, once thought, 
ſaid RG, that a Stags skin was 
to be uſed for his feetneile 3 but 
fince a certain wiſe Lybiaz hath me 
taught otherwiſe, and told me that 

Lyons 
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Lyons are ſwifter then Bucks for 
they, ſaid he,catch theſe in hunting. 
The reſt praiſed his reaſon, as well 
delivered by the Lybiarn. Thea ſaid 
I, do you think ſuch diſeaſes, as this, 
are cured by charms, or that an in- 
ward malady is eaſed by an outward 
ſpell? Whereat they ſmiled , and 
ſeemed much to condemn my (illy- 
neſs, as not knowing a thing ſo re- 
ceived, and not gainſaid, or diſ- 
proved by any underſtandiug man. 
Antigone the Phylitian ſeemed plea- 
ſed with my queſtion ;-who, it ſeems 
was formerly negleCted in his offers 
toccure Excrates by the preſcriptions 
of his Art; which enjoyn'd him to 
abſtain from wine, to eat herbs, and 
to ſtudy more remiſly. Cleodemws, 
1n the mean time, ſmiling, replyed, 
ſaying, do you think it incredible, 
Tychiades, that ſuch ſpells ſhould be 
of power to cure diſeaſes? I do, ſaid 
I. Nor am Tof fo groſs a ſenſe, to 
believe that ſuch outward receits, 
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w hich” have no affinity with the 
ſprings and cauſes of the infirmit 
within, ' ſhould work, by charm, as 
you pretend, or by Impoſture 3: or 
upon their bare application ſhould” 
ioftill cures. A- thing not to be ef- 
fected, though one ſhould bind ſ1x- 
teen whole weeſils in the Newearn 
Lyons ſkin. I have often ſeen a Lyon 
halt, and go lame with pain in his 
whole skin. You are a very puny, 
ſaid Dizomachus,and have not learnt 

to know what power.ſuch ſpels have 
over diſeaſes. Nor ſeem to me to 

underſtand the expullion of periodi- 
call feavers , the charming of Ser- 
pents, and aſlwaging of botches,and 

other things performed by every old 
| woman. All whichbeiog frequently 
done, why ſhould you think cures of 
this nature impoſſible > Youpile too 
much, Dizomachus , ſaid I, and ac- 
4 cording to the proverb, drive out 
|  onenail with another. Nor doth it 
appear, that the things you ſpeak of, 
B _ are 
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are: by, ſuch power effecteh. It, 
therefore, you prove not to me firſt 


by reaſon, that 'tis naturally poſſible. 
that-a feaver, or blayn, ſhould be 


frighted with a divine name, or bar- 
barous ſpell, and thereupon forſake 
the plate ſwoln, . you have but hi- 
therto ntter'd old wives tales: Thus 
Gyinp, ſaid Diramachsus, you ſeem 
not to believethere are Gods ; ſince 
you think it beyoad the power of 
their tames to work cures, Say not 
fa, Good Str, quoth I, for there may 
withqut impediment be Gods, and 
yet your preſcriptions maybe de- 
ceitful.and falſe. I adore the Gods, 
and behold their cures, and recove- 
ries of lick people by regular medi- 
cines and Phylick. _ #ſculapins, and 
his followers heal'd the difeaſed by 
wholeſome preſcriptions, not by the 
epplication of Lyons and Weelils. 
Let him enjoy his opinion, ſaid Tor, 
I wil report to you a miraculous 


paſſage. When was a Boy, about 
the 


the age of fourteen years, one came 
and told my father, that Mzdas his 
Vinedreſffer, a ſtout induſtrious fer- 
vant, about the time of full marker 
lay ſtung of a Serpent, which pre- 
ſently -gangren'd his leg. For as he 
was bending a vine, and'winding it 
abourti a- pole, the Snake crept-to 


him,and biring him'by the great roe, 


preſently flipt away, and retirediin- 
to a hole; Whereupon hecrytd out, 
and was ready to expire with:pain. 
In theclvſe of the relation we 'ſayw 
Midas himſelf, brought by his'fel- 


low fervants in a Chair , ſwodln-all ' 


over, diſcolour'd, 'in appearahee 
rankled;'afd ſcarce able to: breath. 
My- father being much grieved',-a 
certain friend of his; there prefent, 
ſaid, Take courage, Sir, I will-pre- 
ſently fetch a Chaldear, who ſhall 
cure him. - Not to be tedious; the 
Babylonian came, reſtored Midas , 
and drew the venom from his body 
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ofa ſtone, cut from the pillar of a 
deceaſed Virgin, to his feet; and, |: 
which is yet more. 4ides riſing from |} 
the chair, in which he was brought, | 
went back into the field 3 ſo power- | 
full was the charm, and the ſtone 
taken from the tomb. Among his | 
many: other miracles, -which he 
wrought, he went one morning early 
into a field, where having pronoun- 
ced feven-certain- ſacred names, 
taken out of an ancient book, and 
-purged the. place with brimſtone , | 
and taper, and:walkt it thrice round, 
heaflembled. to him all the Serpents 
. of the countty : So that drawn by 
force; of the charm came ' many 
Snakes, Aſpes, Vipers, Efts, Dartars, 
Lizards and Toades; only one an- 
cient Dragon was left behind , who 
for age, I believe, and not being 
able to crawle diſobey'd the ſpel). 
 Whereupon, all are not here, ſaid 
the Magician, . and preſently ſelect- | 
' 10g one of the youngelt Serpents, |f- 
| cut 
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ſent him Embaſladour to the Dra- 
gon, Who not long after came allo. 
When they were all aſſembled, the 
Babylonian putt uponthem, and pre- 
{cently to our aſtoniſhment they were 
all burnt with his breath. Then faid 
I, pray tell me Tor, did the young 
Serpent Embaſladour lead the old, 
or did he ſupport himle!f by a ſtaff? 
You are merry, ſaid Cleodemus. I 


- was once as great an Infidel in theſe 


things as you are now, and ſaw no 
reaſon to believe them; yet when [ 
beheld the Barharzan ſtranger fly, 
(who as they report came from the 
North) I was convinced into a belief 
againſt my inclination. For what 
ſhould I do, when I ſaw him cartied 
1n the Air, walking upon the warer, 
and in 2 flow and leiſurely motion 
paſs through ths fire 2 But did you, 
{aid I, fee-u Northern man fly, of 
wa'k vpon the water? Moſt cer 
tainly, replyed he, ſhod with pumps» 
after the manner of hi Couatry, 1 

H torbear 
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forbear to ſpeak of his ſmaller per- 
| formances, his infuſion of love, ex- 
l| pulſion of Devils, raiſing of the dead 
lt long buried, publick preſentment of 
| Hecate,and drawing down the Moon 
q from Heaven. I will only report to 
' , * you what [ſaw him do for Glaxcias, 
4 the Son of Anaxicles. Glantias no 
| ſooner began to inherit his dead fa- 
il thers eſtate, but he fell in love with 
| Chryſis, Demenetws daughter. I was 
i Tutor to his ſtudies. Who, had not 
i love diverted him, had by thrs time 
learnt all the Peripatetick Sciences, 
| ſince being but eighteen years old 


he had already gone over the Ama- 
(|; lzticks, and paſt through 4riftotles 


li; Phyſicks tothe end. Thus perplext 
i with love, he revealed himſelf to 
itt me3- who being his Tutor, as it be- 
W came me,brought this Northern Ma- 


[| victan to him,hired for four Crowns 
ll; in hand ( which were to buy things 
ſf ' for the ſacrifice) and fixteen more 
[!: when Glaucias enjoy'd Chryſis. He 
| oblerying 
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obſerving the Moons increaſe, (the 
proper time for ſuch inchantments 

and having digged a. hole in the 
houſe yard, about midnight, firſt 
call'd up tous. Anaxicles, Glancias 
father, dead: ſeven months before. 
The old man ſtormed, and raged 
at his Sons. love; but in concluſion 
gave licenſe to his affection. Next, 
he raiſed up. Hecate, who brought 
Cerbergs with" her. Then he call'd 
down the Moon, a variaus ſpectacle, 
by reaſon of her diverſe appearances, 
and changes. For firſt ſhe xeſembled 
In- countenance . a woman, then ihe 
was transform'd into a beautifyl 
Cow, then into a little dog. After 


_ this, faſhioning a little Cpid of Clay, 


Go, ſaid he, and fetch Cryſis hither. 
The. Clay preſently flew away, and 
ſhortly after ſhe came and knockt at 
the. door; and at. her firſt entrance 
embraced Glanrias, .ſhow'd her ſelf 
diſtractedly enamour'd, and accom- 
panied him till, we heard the Cocks 
H 2 Crow. 
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crow. Then the Moon flew to Hea- 
ven, Hecate ſunk into the earth, the 
Apparitions vanilht 3 and we about 
day break let Chryſis depart. Had 
you ſeen this, Tychiades, you 
would not long diſtruſt the force of 
charms. You ſay well,faid I, I would 
indeed believe this, had I ſeen it : 
But am otherwiſeto be pardon'd, if 
at ſuch viſions T be not as quick- 
ſighted as yon, As for the Chryſes, 
you ſpeak of, I know her to be an 
eaſ1e amorous woman. Nor do I per- 
ceive any need why you ſhould im- 
ploy an earthen Embaſſadour to her, 
or trouble a Magician from the 
North, or the Moon, for the affecti- 
on of one whom for twenty drams 
you may draw as far as the North- 
pole, being a woman ſo readi- 
ly prepared to meet your Incantati- | 
ons : Though ſhe be thus unlike 
your apparitions. For they (as you 
report}; at the ſound of Braſs,or Iron, 
vaniſh : But ſhe no ſooner hears Sil- 

ver, 
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ver, but ſhe runs to the ſound. Be- 
ſides, I cannot bur wonder at the 
Magician, that being able to inforce 
love towards himſelt in the women 
of greateſt wealth , and thereby 
draw whole talents from them, he 
ſhould for the inconfiderable price 
of four Crowns procure aftection 
for Glaucias. Tis folly in you, ſaid 


Ton, to believe nothing. I woald.. 


fain ask you, what. yoa think of 
them who have deliver'd Dzmoni- 
acks from their poſlcfltons, and have 
evidently charm'd forth their De- 
vills. I need not tell you how many 


the Syriar, who came from Pale- 
ſtine, a man $kill'd in ſuch Arts, 


hath reſtored after they have fall'n 
down Lunatick , ſtared with their 
eyes, and foained at mouth, and hath 
ſent them away cured, and releaſt 
them, for great ſums, of their d1- 
{tempers. For ſtanding by them ag 
they lye, he askes theevil ſpirit from 
whence he entred into the body. 
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The poſleſt perſon, mean time, Is 
ſpeechleſs, and the Devil replying 
in Greek, or ſome barbarous Lan- 
guage, tells from whence he 1s, and 
how heentred the man 3 whereupon 
he by adjuration and threats, if he 
offered to' diſybey, caſts him our, 
F ſaw-a -Devil caſt out black , 

and of the colour of ſoot. No 


- marvaiie oz, faid I, that you ſaw 


ſuch viſions Plato the father of your 
{ect hath taught you to lee 14245, a 
{pectacle too refined, and ſubtle, for 
our dull ſenſe. Many others,as well as 
you, Tor, (aid Eucrates, have met 
with Devils, ſome by night, others 
by day; I have, not once, but a thou- 


 fand times ſeen ſuch SpeFrams; and 


was at firſt frighted with them; but 

cuſtome hath at length made them 

not ſtrange, or unfamiliar ; eſpecial- 

ly fince an Arabian gave_me a ring, 
pn ey” 

made of the iron taken from a croſs, 


— — 


. and tavght me an ambiguous, di- 


verſe ſenſed charm,unlels you refuſe 
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to give credit to meallo Tychiades. 
How canJ1 chooſe, ſaid I, but believe 
Eucrates, the ſon of Dine, eſpecially 
being ſo wiſe a man, and having the 
freedom to ſpeak wiat you pleaſe 
with authority in your own houſe ? 
Hear ſome paſſages of a ſtatue of 
mine, then ſaid 'Excrates, which 
nightly appears to all my family, 
both men and maids, who can wit- 
neſs ſo much to you, as well as I. Of 
which of your Statues, faid 7 ? Did 
you not vubſerve at your entrance, 
ſaid he, afair Statue ſtanding 1n my 
Hall, the work of Demetrizs, the 
Statuarie. Do you mean the Quoi- 
ter, ſaid 7, who ſtands wryed 1n a 
Geſture ready to deliver, with his 
quoit hand reverlt, and one knee 
\ bent, as if he meant to vary poſture, 
and riſe with his throw ? Not him, 
ſaid hez the Quoiter you ſpeak of 
is one of Myrons picces, - Nor do 1 
mean the fair Statue next. to hjm, 


fhlletted about the head with a bend; 
H 4. - which 
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which 1s a piece of Polycletws s. You 
are alſo to paſs over thufe which 
{tand on the right hand as you enter; 
among whom are the T yrant-ſ]ayers, 

carved by Critias Neſeota. Did you 
nct mark the ſtatue by the convey- 
ance of water, with the big belly, 
bald, half naked, part of the hairs of 
his beard pluckt off, of huge ſinews, 

and every wav reſembling a man ? 
7 mean Pelichws, he who 18 fo like a 
Corinthian Capt ain. I ſawſuch a 
one, faid 7, on the right hand of $4- 
turn, having a wither'd wreath, - and 
fillet on his hezd, and guilt plates ON 
his breaſt ; 1, ſaid Earrates, Cauſed 
rhem to be ouilt , after he had in 
three dayes cured me of a deſperate 
feaver. Was the famous Pelichas, 
then, aPhylitian, ſaid T? Hels now, 

and take heed how you ſcoff at him, 

ſaid Excr.:tes 5 leaſt he ſhortly cake 
revenge of you. 7 know the power 
of the Statue you laughatz do you 
think he-cannet as well inflict a tea- 


ver, 
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ver, as expell one? Be ſo powerful a 
Statue; propitious, and merciful to 
me, ſaid I : pray, what elſe have 
your family ſeen him do? As ſoon 
as jt begigs to be night, ſaid he, de- 
ſcending from his Pedeſtal]. he walks 
round the houle; all my ſervants 
have often met him ſinging : he 
hurts none that give him way, but 
paſſeth by them withgut diſtur- 
bance 3 he waſheth himſelf much, 
and playes all night, as we gueſs by 
the noiſe of the water. Conſider , 
ſaid I, whether your Statue be Pe- 
lichus, or Talus the Cretan, who 
lived with Miros, whole brazen 
Statue was Centine] and guardian 
of the Country. Were he not made 
of Copper, but wood, I ſhould pro- 
bably think he were not the work- 
inanſhip of Dewetrizs, but one of 
bedalxs motions, For you ſay, he 
frequently walks from his Baſis. Be- 
ware, Tychiades, {aid he, you be not 
hereafter forry for your flouts. 1 

could 
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could tel] you what he ſuffer'd who 
ſtole the farthings, which we'every 
New Moon\offer to him. The pu- 
niſhment of ſach a ſacriledge muft 
needsbe direſul,faid 70. Pray what 
was it Eucrates# I delire to hear, 
how incredulous ſoever Tychiades 
be. Many farthiags, ſaid he, lay at * 
his feet, and ſome other Silver coyns - 
were faſtened with wax to his knees, 


| Beſides diverſe Silver Plates, offer'd 


to him by the devotion and grati- 
tudeof thoſe whom he had recover-- 
ed from feavers. A ſervant of mine, 
a Lybian, one of my Grooms, per. 
ceiving the Statue one'night abſent, 
2dventured to ſteal his Oblations. 
Obſerve how Pelichas, finding him- ; 
ſelf at' his return robbed, revenged 


himſelf, and bewrayed the thief : 


Who all night walkt up and down 
the Hall in a Circle, unable, like one 
faln into a Labyrinth: to get out; 
till next morning he was apprehend- 


ed with his ſtealths about him, and 
pro- 
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proportionably whipt. Nor did he 
live long after, but dyed miſerably, 
beaten every night , as he ſaid, and 
confirm'd it with the marks ſeen in 
his body next day. Now, if pleaſe 
you, Tychiades, ſaid Excrates, laugh 
.at Pelichas, and me, for a Doterof 
Mino's time, Certainly Emxcrates, 
ſaid I, as long as Braſs is Braſs, and 
your ſtatue but the creature of De- 
metrius, the Alopecian, who carved 
, not Gods, but men, I ſhall not fear 
the image of your Pelichas,nor much 
care for the threats of the original, 
were he alive. Here Antigonnus, the 
Phyſitian, ſeconding him ſaid, I, Ex- 
crates, have alſo a brazen Hippo- 
crates, about a cubit long, which, as 
ſoon as the Candles are put out, 
walks circularly through all- the 
houſe, making a noyſe, overturning 
boxes, compounding medicines, and 
flinging open doors eſpecially it we 
omit to pay him his yearly ſacrifice. - 
Doth Hippecrates the Phyſitian,then 
require 


103 Lucian's Dzalopue, 


require to be ſacrificed to,faid I, and | 
take it 111 if he be not feaſted with _ 
Oblations at his ſet times? Methinks 
'twere honour enough to pour wine 
to him, or crown him with Gar- 
Rnds. Hear another paſlage, ſaid 
Eucrates, Which [ with many other 
witneſſes ſaw about five years paſt, 
One harvelt time, having diſpatcht 
my reapers about noon Into the 
field,l folitarily retired my ſelf into a 
wood,to welgh and conſider of ſome 
things. Where, at my firſt entrance, 
I heard the howling of dogs, which 
I imagined to be my Son Manſon, 
going then abroad, as his manner. is, 
with his Companions to ſport them- 
ſelves, and hunt. But'twas other- 
wiſe : for preſently after followed 
an Earthquake, and a hideous bel- 
Jowing like thunder, After this I 
ſaw a woman coming towards me of 
horrible aſpect, and near half a fur- 
long tall, having in her left hand a | 
Torch, in her right a Sword, at leaſt 
twenty 
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twenty-cubits long. She had down- 


ward feet like a Serpent, upwards in 


the horrour of her countenance and 
vilage, ſhe reſembled a Gorgon ; 
having Snakes for hair, which partly 
twind about her neck, others hugg 
looſe on her ſhoulders. See, my good 
friends, ſaid Fwucrates, how I yet 
tremble to tell the (tory 5 and with- 
all ſhow'd us the hairs on his 2rmes 
ſtiff, and erected with fear. 7ov, all 
the while and Dinomchus and Cleo- 
demus, ancient men, gave him ſerious 
attention, as if dtawn by the noſe, 
and expreſt a ſilent adoration of the 
incredible Coloſſus - halt» furlong- 
woman, Gyant-like Hobgovblin, But 
I conlider'd with my ſelf, that ſuch 
men asthey, who read wildometo 

oung ſ{chollars, and were generally 
admired, diff-r'd only from children 
in their gray hairs and long beards, 
and were in all things elſe more eaſe 
to be deceived thenthey. Here D3#- 
nemachus put in, and ſaid, pray tell 


me: 
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| me, Eucrates, of what [ize and big- 
neſs were her hounds? Bigger then 
Indian Elephants , replyed he, and * 
alike black , their skin as rough , 
 ſqualid and fowl. I, when | ſaw them, 
ſtgod ſtill, and withall tura'd the 
ſeal of the ring which the Arabiar 
gave me to the inſide of my finger. 
Whereupon- Hecate \triking the 
ground with. her ſerpentine feet , 
made a great cleft, which reacht to 
Hell, into which ſhe ſunk by degrees. 
7 aſtuming courage, and taking hold 
of a neighbouring tree, leaſt aſto- 
niſht with -the darkneſs Z ſhould 
chance to fall in headlong, lookt 1n, 
and ſaw all the things of Hell; the 
burning Lake'of Phlegeton, Cerberus, 
and-Gholts; ſome of which 1 knew, 
eſpecially my father, whom 7 faw in 
the very garments we buried him. 
Pray, Emcrates ſaid Jon, what did 
the fouls departed do ? What ſhould 
they do, anſwer'd he, but converſe 
in companies and ſocieties with 
their 
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their friends, and Allies, in the Daf- 
fodil mead ? Henceforth, then ſaid 
Tor , let the followers of Epicarns 
urge: arguments againſt Plato, and 
his diſcourſes of the ſoul. But-did 
you not ſee Soerates and Plato among 
the dead? Socrates, replyed he,Zfaw, 
butnot more clearly then to guelſe 
at him by his baldneſs and ſtrutting 
belly. ' Plato IT knew not, nor 1s't fit 
I ſpeak more then truth to my 
friends. After 7had taken an exact 
and univerſal ſurvey of things, the 
vault-cloſed, and ſome of my ſet- 
vants, of which my man Pyrrhias 
here was one, came thither to:feok 
me before 'twas quite ſhut. Spenuk 
Pyrrhigas, do 1 ſay true ? Moſt true, 
by Jupiter, Sir, ſaid the fellow, for 
7 my ſelf heard the barking of the 
dogs through the Cave, and faw 
the flaſhes of the Torch. Here 7 ſmi- 
led to hear the howling, and flames 
put in by the witneſs. Yon haveſeen 
nothing ſtrange, ſaid nt a. 

what 
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what hath not been ſeen by others, 


For 1, in my licknefs, not long ſince, 


ſaw the like apparition. At which 
time A#tigonns here'vilited me, and 
gave me ſeven dayes Phylick for a 
Feaver, more hot and violent then 


fire. One day all left the room, ſhut - 


the door, and ſtay'd without, by 


your preſcription, Artigomus; if 


perchance ſolitarineſs might entice 
me into, a ſlumber. But 7, lying a- 
wake, ſaw a goodly youth approach 
me, clothed in white 3 who after he 
had raiſed me,Jead me through ſuch 
another cleft down to Hell; as 7 pre- 
ſently perceived, when 7 beheld 
Tantalus, Tytins and Siſyphus. What 
need I report to you the reſt ? Brief- 
ly, :7 was brought to a Tribunal , 
where were preſent #acus, Charon, 
the Deſtintes and Furies. Where alſo 
one fate as King, who ſeemed to be 
Pluto , by his reading of a Cata- 
logue of their names who were to 


dye, and had already ont-lived their 


Irmt- 
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limited time. The young man 
brought me, and prefented me to 
him. But Plto much difpleaſed , 
ſaid to him, his thread is not yet 
quite ſpun, let him therefore depart 
again, And fetch Demylus the Bra- 
ſier, who hath exceeded his diſtaſF. 
Wherenpoa [| joyfully return'd, re- 
leaſt of my feaver, and toid all my 
neighbours, that Demy/zs was fhort- 
ly to dye. Who then alſo lay fick, 
as 'twas reported, And fhortly after 
we heard the cryes of them that la- 
mented his death. What miracles 
this? Said Antigone. I knew one, 
who after he had been buried twen- 
ty dayes, roſe 2g2in: For Igave him 
Phylick befare his death, and after 
his reſurrettion. Methinks, faid i, 
in twenty dayes his body thould pr- 
trifie or perif2 with famine. Unleſs 
you admimſtred to an Fpimrenides. 
As we thus diſcourlt, came in Excrc- 
tes Sons from exerciſs, One a grown 
youth, the other about the age ci 
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fifteen; Who having ſaluted ns, ſat 
down upon the bed by their father; 


and a chair was brought for me. 


Here Excrates taking freſh hint from 
the preſence of his Sons, ſaid, fo 
may I have Comfort of theſe two, 
(and laid his hands on them) as that 
which I ſhall now tell you Tychiades 
is true. 'Tis well known how dear- 
ly I lov'd my wife, the mother of 
theſe, of happy memory3 which [ 
expreſt both in my carriage to her 
while (he lived, and after her death: 
For I burnt with her, her whole 
wardrobe,and the garments ſhe moſt 
delighted in when ſhe lived. The 
ſeventh day after her funeral, I lay 
in this bed, as I do now, having a- 
bated my ſorrow. And ſilently read- 
ing to my ſelf Flato's little trat of 
the ſou], Demenete entred, and fate 
down by me, as Excratides (point- 
ing to his younger Son.) doth now. 


'The boy childiſhly trembled, and 


waxt pale at the narration. I, pro- 
ceeded 
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' ceeded Excrates, as foon as I beheld 


her, imbraced her and ſobbiogly ſhed 
tears. She permitted me not to weep, 
but blamed me, that after all my 0- 
ther expreſſions of affeCtion to her, I 


"oTy 


had not burnt one of her guilt pan- 


tofles, which, ſhe ſaid, was fallen 
down behind a cheſt 3. which we not 
finding, caſt only the other into the 
funeral pile. As we thus talkt , an 
unhappy dog which I loved, lyin 

upon the bed barkt, at which foun 

ſhe vaniſht. Afterwards we found 
the ſlipper under the Cheſt, and 


| burnt 1t. Can you ſtill doubt Tzchz- 


ades, of truths ſo manifeſt,and every 
day apparent ? By Jove, ſaidI, they 
deſerve to be clapt witha guilt San» 
dal, like childreo, who do not be- 
lieve you, or impudently queſtion 


\ the truth. Here 4rignotw, the Py- 


thbagorean, entred,a man of long bair, 
and venerable aſpett. You know 
he is famous for his wiſdom, and 
Sirnamed the Sacred, I was ſome- 

I 2 thing 
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thing relieved with his fight, and ac- 
cording. to the Proverb, thought I \- 
had now got an Axe againſt hes. 
For certaioly; ſaid I to my ſelf; this 
wiſe 'man will ſtop their 'mouthes 
from reporting any more ſuch'pro- 
dipies. ' In a word, I thought for- 
tune” had-unexpeftedly ſent ſome 
Got to my ſuccour, He ſitting down 
in a:place which Clecodemas reſigned 
to' him; firſt enquired of Excrates 
his diſeaſe, and being informed how | 
he did, askt us what we diſcotrſt of; | 
for as Fentred;fſaid ke, methoughtT | 
heard you bufied in an excellent | 
ſubject. We were perſwading this 
man of 'Adamant, ſaid Excrates, 
pointihg at me,to believe there were | 
Devils. Ard:that the ſhades and | 
{ſouls of men departed, did wander | 
upand down theearth, and appear | 
to whom they pleaſed. I could not | 
chooſe but bluſh, and fix mylookto | 
the ground, -out of reverence to 4- | 
rignotws. Perchance Excrater, ſaid 

he, 
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he, Txchiades holds; that their Souls 


oaly do walk. who dyed violently, 
namely fuch as. were ſtrangled, be- 
headed, crucihed, or the like; .and 


that thoſe who dye naturally walk: 


not. If this be his opinion, che-is not 
to be blamed. No 1uch matter, re- 
plyed Dinomachws, he neither holds 
that there are ſuch things, 'or that 
they were ever ſeen, . How ſay you 
Sir, faid Arignotxs, looking frown- 
ingly upon me,do you deny ſuch ap- 
paritions as are viſthle to all? You 
muſt pardon my infidelity, ſaid I, 
who never ſaw any. If I had, I 
ſhould believe as, you do. If ever 
you go to Corinth, ſaid he, ask for 
the houſe of Exbatzdes, and when 
'tis ſhown you,. by the Cranenm, en- 
ter, and tell Tib:zx#s the Porter, you 
deſire to ſee the place from whence 
Arignotus the Pythagorean conjured 
away the Devil, and. rendred the 


- houſe habitable. May we requeſt 


the whole [tory ? Replyed Excrates. 
T3 The 
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The houſe, ſaid he, being haunted, 
was of a longtime undwelt in, If 
any did adventure to inhabit it,they 
were ſcared, and perſecuted away 
by a horrid and diſmal Apparition 
ſo thatit began to fall toruine, and «| 
the roof to drop 3 nor had any man 
the courage to enter intoit, When | 
7 heard hereof , carrying with me |. 
certain Zgyptian Books (of which 7 | 
have ſtore upon ſuch Arguments) 7 
went to the houſe about the firſt 
ſleep, much diſſwaded, and almoſt 
violently reſttained by mine Hoſt, | 
after he knew whither 7 meant to go; | 
verily {uppoſing 7 went to my de» | 
ſtruction, Notwithſtanding, rtaking | 
a Taper with me entred the houſe | 
| alone, and placing the link in the | 
great hall, and my ſelf on the floor, -| 
read (iJently to my ſelf. In comes the 
Devil, thinking he was to deal with 
ſome vulgar fellow, and hoping to 
| fright me like others. A rough, ſhag- 
| þ7 fiend, and blacker then darkneſs | 
#F | 
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it ſelf. At his firſt appearance he try- 
ed, by making an orbicular aſſault, 


- to vanquiſh me, and ſometimes 


turn'd himſelf into a dog, then into 
a Bull, laſtly intoa Lyon, But 7 hav- 
ing a direful Spell in readineſs, which 
1 pronounced in the #gyptich 


tongue, charm'd him back into a 


dark corner of the houſe. And hav- 


- Ing well obſerved the place where 


he ſunk, 7 left ſpeaking. 7n the 
morning, after every bodies deſpair, 


who thought to find me lain, like. 


others, 1, againſt the expectation, 
came forth and went to Exbatides ; 
And told him the glad news, that 
he might ſafely inhabit his houſe, 
which was now purged and freed 
from Devils. Withall taking him , 
and many others (who followed out 
of curioſity) along with me to the 
place where I ſaw the fiend vaniſh, 


1commanded it to be digged with 


pickaxes and ſpades. We had not 
digged above a yard deep, but we 
T 4 


found 
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found a dead mar, conſumed, and 
andnothing left to repreſent him but 
the Sceleron , Which we took up | 
and buricd. And from that time the 
houſe ceaſed to be moleſted with 
vilions. When 4rignotys had finiſht 
his narration, being a man of pro- 
digious wiſdome, and generally re- 
verenced, there were not any of the 
company who did not condemn me 
of {tupidity for being incredulous. 
Nevertheleſs, 7 neither  daunted 
with his beard, nor their opinion of , 
him, ſaid, cars ſuch a man. as you, - 
Arignotus , from whom alone 7 ho- 
ed to hear the truth, be' fraught 
alſo with fumes and phantaſmes ? 
you have verified the Proverb , Z 
have found coales for treaſure. I, 
faid, 4rignotws, you neither believe 
me, nor Dinomackss, vor Cleodemus, 
por Ezcrates,whotn can you'produce 
more Authentick to diſprove us 2 A 
man much admired. ſaid [, Demroeri- | 
'r the Abderite, Who was ſoſmal- 
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ly- perſwaded of ſuch fiftions, that 
ſhutting himſelf up in a monument 


without the City, he there lived, 
wrot.and compoſed nights and days. 


And whencertain boys,. deſirous ta 


ſcare and fright him, arrayed them- 
{elves like Gholts 1n black Garments, 
and wearing counterfett vizards on 
their heads, ſurrounded him, and 
frequently ſkipt about him, he net-- 
ther feared their diſguiſes, nor at all 
regarded them, but wrot on,and bid 
them ceaſe to play the fools.So firms 
ly did he believe,that Souls were no- 
thing after their departure from the 
body. Certainly, replyed Excrates, 
Democritus was the veryer tool to 
think ſo, I will therefore report one 
[tory more, in which I my ſelf was an 

Actor, and took it not up upan rela» 

tion. Perchance when you, hear 1t, 
Tychiades, the truth of the narration 

will convince you., When I lived 1n 

Eeypt, yet a boy, ſentthither by my 


father, to learn their Arts, I hada 
defire 
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deſire to ſail to Coptws, and from 
thence.to hear the famous Aemwnor 
ſound at the riſing of the Sun, Whom 
I heard, not as others ordinarily do, 
yield an unfignificant ſound 5 but 
Memnox himſelf utter'd Oracles to 
me, and open'd his mouth in ſeven 
verſes. Which, but that I ſhould di- 
greſs, I would repeat to you. As we 
were at Sea,there ſayled in company 


' with us a certain holy Prieſt of Mem- 


phi, admired for his wiſdome, and 
{kill'd in all the learning of the Z#gy- 
ptians.He was ſaid to have lived 320 
years in a Cave under ground, and 
there to have learnt Magick of 7ſis. 
You mean my Tutor Pancrates, re- 
plyed Arignotws, he is a religious 
man, ſhaven, goes in linnen, is very 
learned, ſpeaks Greek purely, is tall 
of ſtature, hath a bow noſe, full lips, 
and ſmall legs. The very ſame an- 
ſwer'd Excrates. At firſt I knew not 
who he was. But when I ſaw him, 
after our arrival in the Port, among 
many 
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many other miracles which he 
wrought, ride upon Crocodiles, ap- 
proach ſuch cruel beaſts, and they to 
reverence him, and wag their tayls, 
I gueſled him to be ſome ſacred per- 
ſon; Andby degrees infinuated my 
ſelf into his acquaintance and friend- 


ſhip. So that at length he revealed 


all his ſecrets and myſteries to me. 
To be ſhort, he perſwaded me to 
leave all my ſervants at XAdemphis,and 
to accompany him alone 3 who pro- 
miſed we ſhould not want atten- 
dants. And from that time thus we 
lived. When we came into an Jnn, 
he taking the bolt of the door, or a 
broom or bar, and clothing it, ſpoke 
a charmto it, and enabled it topo, 
and in all things to reſemble a man. 
The thing going forth, would draw 
water, provide, and dreſs our ſup- 
per, and diligently wait and attend 
upon us. After his buſineſs was done, 


he pronounced another charm, and' 


turn'd the broom into a broom again, 
and 
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and the peſtle into a peſtle. This was 
an Are, which though I labour'd 
much, I could'not learn of him. For 
this was a myſtery which he denyed 
me,though in all things elſe he were 
open. Oneday, hiding my elf in a 
dark corner, I overheard his charm, 
which was but three ſyllables. He 
having appointed the bolt its buli- 
neſs, went into the market. The next 
day, he having ſome other imploy- 
--ment inthe market, I taking the pe- 
ſtle, and apparelling it, in like man- 
ner pronounced the ſyllables,and bid 
it fetch me ſome water. When it 
had brought me a baſon full, 'tis 
 enough,ſaid I, fetch no more,but be 
a peſtle again. But it was ſo far from 
obeying me,that it ceaſt not to fetch 
water till it had overflownthe room. 
I, much' troubled at the accident, 
and: fearing leaſt if Paxcrates ſhould 
return{(ashe did) he would bemuch 
' diſpleaſed, took an Axe and cut the 
peſtle intwa, Then both parts ta- 
king 
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king ſeveral buckets fetch water, : 
And inſtead of one, ] had two ler- ' 


vants. In the mean time 'Pdrcrates 


came in, and perceiving what had 
happen'd, 'transform'd them into 
wood again, as they were before x 
utter'd the ſpell, Shortly after he ſe. 
cretly left me, and vaniſhing went I 


know not whither. And can you now : 
ſaid Dinomachxs, make a man of a 


bolt 2? ] have but one halt of the Art 
replyed he, nor am J able to return 
himinto his former ſhape : if there- 
fore, ] once 'make him a water- 
bearer, we ſhall bedriven from the 
houſe by a deluge. Will you old 
men, faid I, never leave to fpeak 
monſtrous fictions ? if for no other 
reaſon, yet for thele young boyes 
ſakes, forbear your improbable and 
terrible narrations till fome other 
time, feaſt- they be infenſibly 6!1'd 
with uncouth aftrightments and fa- 
bles. - Accuſtome them not to hear 
things which will mak nanny 
an 
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and trouble them all their life; make 
them ſtart at every ſound, and fill 
them with diverſe ſuperſtitions. You 
do well, ſaid Excrates, to put me in 
mind of ſuperſtition. Pray what 
think you of Oracles, Tyehiades, and 
Predictions and Prophelſies, utter'd 
by people inſpired, and heard from 
Curtains, or delivered in verſe by a 
Virgin , which foretells things to 
come? Cannot theſe things fall un- 
der your belief neither? I forbear to 
tell you that I have a ſacred ring 
whoſe feal bears the image of Apollo, 
and that the God himſelf frequently 
talks with me; leaſt you ſhould think 
I fain this of my ſelf, out of arro- 
gance, I will only tell you whatI ſaw 
and heard from Amphilochus at Mal- 
las, who entertained me with a long 
diſcourſe, and conſulted the Oracle 


concerning my affairs. Next 7 will 


report to you what I {aw at Perga- 
2:45, and heard at Patera, Whea I 
fail'd homeward from Zgype, being 

inform'd 
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inform'd that there was an open, in- 
fallible Oracle at Mal/zs, which ver- 
batim gave clear anſwers to every 
mans Inquiries, written in a note, 
and deliver'd to his Prieſt, Ithought 
I ſhould do well, as I fayl'd by,to try 
the Oracle,and conſult the God con» 
cerning my future fortunes, I by this 
entrance perceiving that EFxcrates 
was likely to lengthen his ſtory, and 
that he had begun no very compen- 
dious diſcourſe of Oracles, and not 
holding it fit tocontradid them lon- 
ger, leaving him ſailing from Z#gyp# 
to Mallxs ( for I ſaw them diſcon- 


| tented with my preſence, as an op- 


oſer of their fiftions) I will take my 
eave, ſaid I, and goſeek Leonmtichus, 
For I have urgent occaſion to meet 
with him. You, who think humane 
paſſages not ſufficient, have the 1t- 
berty to call the Gods into your fa- 
bulous diſcourfes. And having fo 


ſaid, I departed. They, glad of their 
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freedom, in likelihood entertained 


and feaſted themſelves with impo- 
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ſtures. I, cloy'd with what 7 heard, 
am come-to you Phzlocles, juſt like / 
thoſe who having drunk new. wine, 
and ſwole their belly, have need to 
vomit : 7 would giveany money for. 
a potion of oblivionto make me for- 
get, and to waſh away the miſchie- 
vous remembrance of what 7 heard, 
.Who ſtill, methiaks, ſee monſters, 
Devils,and Hecates. | 

- Philocles. Talſo, ſuffer'd in your 
relations,Tychiad. For they lay, that 
they not only grow diſtracted, and 
fear the. water, who 'are bitten by 
mad dogs, but ifthe man bitten bite 

another, 'tis equal to the bite of a 
dog.,and begets the like diſtemper;ſc 
you having been bitten by Excrates 
fictions, have bitten me alſo, and fil- 
Ied my fancy with Devils. 

Tychiades, However let us take 
courage, ſince we have an excellent 

Antidote tocureus, truth, and right 
reaſon: Which if we make.our rule, 

.vieſhall be troubled with no ſuch 
empty and vain'falſhoods. 
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